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=> Robert Kirk 


AN ESSAY 
OF 


The nature and actions of the subterranean (and, 
for the most part,) invisible people, heretofore 

going under the name of Elves, Fauns, 

and Fairies, or the like, among the Low Country Scots, as they are 
described by those 
who have the Second Sight ; and now, to 
occasion further inquiry, collected and compared, by a circumspect 
inquirer residing 
among the Scottifh-Irish in Scotland. 


Secret Commonwealth 
OR, 


A treatise displaying the chief curiosities 
as they are in use among diverse of the 
people of Scotland to this day; 
singularities for the 
most part peculiar to 
that nation. 


A subject not heretofore discoursed of by any of our 
writers; and yet ventured on in an essay 
to suppress the impudent and growing 
atheism of this age, and to 
satisfy the desire of some 
choice friends. 


A spirit glided past my face, 
and the hair on my body stood on end. 
It stopped, 
but | could not tell what it was. 
A form stood before my eyes 
-Job, 4: 15-16. 


For they are a rebellious people, 
lying children, 
children unwilling to hear 
the instruction of the LORD; 
who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 
prophesy illusions 
Isaiah, 30: 9-10. 


and the man whose eyes are open hath said 
-Numbers, 24. 15. 


For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. 
-|I Corinth. 13:12. 


But we know that when Christ appears,'@! we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 
-1 John, 3-2. 


The dead are in deep anguish, 
those beneath the waters and all that live in them. 
Job, 26:5 


By Mr Robert Kirk, Minister at Aberfoyle 
1691. 


The Tuatha Dé Danann 


This is not part of the part of the original book of The Secret 
Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns & Fairies but it is really worth 
bringing up here because it ties in with it so well and this subject 
matches the strange passages in this book as well. 


It is worth mentioning a mythological race in detail called the 
Tuatha Dé Danann (meaning people of the goddess Danu) from 
Irish folklore. This race was said to have existed in Ireland before 
the ancestors of the Celtic people took over and drove the Tuatha 
Dé Danann underground in the ancient burial mounds (Milesians). 
This is from Wikipedia (Tuatha): 


They live in the Otherworld, which is described as either a 
parallel world or a heavenly land beyond the sea or under the 
earth's surface. Many of them are associated with specific 
places in the landscape, especially the sidh mounds; the 
ancient burial mounds and passage tombs which are 
entrances to Otherworld realms. The Tuath Dé can hide 
themselves with a féth fiada (‘magic mist') and appear to 
humans only when they wish to. 


This statement from Lebor Gabála Erenn: The Book of Invasions 
makes it clear that the Tuatha De Danann may not have been 
human: 


...the truth was not known beneath the sky of stars, 
whether they were of heaven or of earth. (Lebor Gabála Érenn: 
The Book of Invasions) 


Some other curious descriptions of these people from the same 
book are these: 


The Tuatha De Danann under obscurity, 

a people without a covenant of religion; 
whelps of the wood that has not withered, 
people of the blood of Adam's flesh. 


The statement ‘without a covenant of religion’ suggests that 
their ways are totally foreign to the ways of the rest of 
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humanity - if not outright alien to us. Maybe that could mean 
they aren’t bound to the whole Original Sin concept of human 
religion. The word whelp means young boy or girl, and so the 
line that says, ‘whelps of the wood that has not withered’, 
could mean they maybe ageless or something like that. 


This part of the book is where it connects the Tuatha De to the 
fairy-folk - or whatever other name they go by: 


Nuadu after that twenty years, 
he brought the fairy-folk a-hosting 


Hugh Mynne, in The Faery Way, talks mentions how the Tuatha 
De Danann inhabit four cities, and these four cities represent 
the four seasons of the year, that turn around a great cosmic 
wheel. The Second Battle of Mag Tured (Stokes, 1891) mentions 
these four cities of the Tuatha De Danann: 


There were four cities in which they learned lore and science 
and diabolic arts, to wit Falias and Gorias, Murias and 
Findias. Out of Falias was brought the Stone of Fal, which was 
in Tara. It used to roar under every king that would take the 
realm of Ireland. Out of Gorias was brought the Spear that 
Lug had. No battle was ever won against it or him who held it 
in his hand. Out of Findias was brought the Sword of Nuada. 
When it was drawn from its deadly sheath, no one ever 
escaped from it, and it was irresistible. Out of Murias was 
brought the Dagda's Cauldron. No company ever went from it 
unthankful. Four wizards (there were ) in those four cities. 
Morfesa was in Falias: Esras was in Gorias: Uscias was in 
Findias: Semias was in Murias. Those are the four poets of 
whom the Tuatha De learnt lore and science. 


This is a statement from Fiona MacLeod regarding the 
symbolism of these four cities that are mentioned in Faery Way, 
by Hugh Mynne (Mynne, 1996): 


There are four cities that no mortal eye has seen but that the 
soul knows; these are Gorias, that is in the east; and Finias, 
that is in the south; and Murias, that is in the west; and 
Falias, that is in the north. And the symbol of Falias is the 
stone of death, which is crowned with pale fire. And the 
symbol of Gorias is the dividing sword. And the symbol of 
Finias is a spear. And the symbol of Murias is a hollow that is 
filled with water and fading light. 


The Tuatha Dé Danann are heavily associated with the fairies 
that the Irish believe still inhabit the Irish landscape (Tuatha De 
Danann). Their descendants became the Aos Si, which are 


comparable to fairies or elves. From Wikipedia on this subject 
(Aos Si): 


The aos si are said to live underground in fairy forts, across 
the Western sea, or in an invisible world that co-exists with 
the world of humans. This world is described in the Lebor 
Gabála Erenn as a parallel universe in which the aos si walk 
among the living. 


It’s interesting that the Tuatha Dé Danann are often described 
as been surrounded by mist when they appear. Could this mist 
really be some kind of electromagnetic field surrounding them?: 


26. ...the Tuatha De and Nuada, their king, who came from 
the north of the world in a cloud of mist and a magic shower 
to Ireland and the land of the west. (The First Battle of Magh 
Turedh) 


29. ...sent forth magic showers of sorcery and compact clouds 
of mist and a furious rain of fire, with a downpour of red 
blood from the air on the warriors’ heads; and they allowed 
the Fir Bolg neither rest nor stay for three days and nights. 
(The First Battle of Magh Turedh) 


§55. So that they were the Tuatha De Danann who came to 
Ireland. In this wise they came, in dark clouds. They landed 
on the mountains of Conmaicne Rein in Connachta; and they 
brought a darkness over the sun for three days and three 
nights. (Lebor Gabála Érenn: The Book of Invasions) 


They burnt their ships at once on reaching the district of 
Corcu Belgatan (that is, Connemara today), so that they 
should not think of retreating to them; and the smoke and 
the mist that came from the vessels filled the neighboring 
land and air. Therefore it was conceived that they had arrived 
in clouds of mist. (Stokes, 1891) 


Clouds as a method of travel and communication for higher 
beings appears many times all through the Bible as well. Are 
these clouds caused by vehicles or some gateway opening up? 
Here are a few examples: 


Exodus 24:15-18 


When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 
and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. For six days 
the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the 
Lord called to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites 
the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire on top of 
the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on 
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up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days 
and forty nights. 


Numbers 9:15-23 


On the day the tabernacle, the tent of the covenant law, was 
set up, the cloud covered it. From evening till morning the 
cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire. That is how it 
continued to be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked 
like fire. Whenever the cloud lifted from above the tent, the 
Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites 
encamped. At the Lord’s command the Israelites set out, and 
at his command they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed 
over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. When the cloud 
remained over the tabernacle a long time, the Israelites 
obeyed the Lord’s order and did not set out. Sometimes the 
cloud was over the tabernacle only a few days; at the Lord’s 
command they would encamp, and then at his command they 
would set out. Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening 
till morning, and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. 
Whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud lifted, they 
set out. Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two 
days or a month or a year, the Israelites would remain in 
camp and not set out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 
At the Lord’s command they encamped, and at the Lord’s 
command they set out. They obeyed the Lord’s order, in 
accordance with his command through Moses. 


Mark 9:7 


Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from 
the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 


The really bizarre thing mentioned in The Second Battle of Mag 
Tured text (Stokes, 1891) is this description of a ship: 


Eri, Delbaeth's daughter, a woman of the Tuatha De, was one 
day looking at the sea and the land from the house of Maeth 
Sceni, and she beheld the sea in perfect calm as if it were a 
level board. And as she was there she saw a vessel of silver 
on the sea. Its size she deemed great, but its shape was not 
clear to her. And the stream of the wave bore it to land. Then 
she saw that in it was a man of fairest form. Golden-yellow 
hair was on him as far as his two shoulders. A mantle with 
bands of golden thread was around him. His shirt had 
trimmings of golden thread. On his breast was a brooch of 
gold, with the sheen of a precious stone therein. He carried 
two white silver spears and in them two smooth riveted 


shafts of bronze. Five circlets of gold adorned his neck, and 
he was girded with a golden-hilted sword with inlays of silver 
and studs of gold. 


Ancient ships, using sails or oars as propulsion, cannot be made 
out of metal, particularly if they are very large, as that passage 
implied with the statement ‘It’s size she deemed great’. You 
need an industrial revolution, and at least steam engine-level 
technology, to be able to make big ships out of metal. The 
statement, ‘And the stream of the wave bore it to land’, implies 
that it was not sails or oars that were moving it, but something 
else entirely. Does this have something to do with the mist that 
comes up again and again throughout these accounts? 


These passages about the Tuatha Dé Danann, from various 
sources, talk about how powerful they in their occultism are 
and their intellect: 


The Tuatha De Dannan lived in the northern isles of the world 
(Hugh Mynne, in the book The Faery Way, says this about 
what northern isles means, ‘The term "northern islands" 
indicates the true home of the Tuatha, in the spiritual 
dimensions’), learning lore and magic and druidism and 
wizardry and cunning, until they surpassed the sages of the 
arts of heathendom. (Stokes, 1891) 


20. As for the Tuatha De Danann, they prospered till their 
fame went abroad over the lands of the earth. They had a god 
of wizardry of their own, Eochaid Ollathir, called the Great 
Dagda, for he was an excellent god. They had bold, hardy 
chiefs, and men proficient in every art; and they determined 
to go to Ireland. Then set out those daring chiefs, 
representing the military prowess of the world, and the skill 
and learning of Europe. (The First Battle of Magh Turedh) 


12. ...From them are the Tuatha Dé and Andé, whose origin the 
learned do not know, but that it seems likely to them that they 
came from heaven, on account of their intelligence and for the 
excellence of their knowledge. (The Story of Tuan mac Carill) 


CHAPTER 1 
OF THE SUBTERRANEAN INHABITANTS. 


These Sith’s, or Fairies, they call Sleagh Maith, or the Good People, it 
would seem, to prevent the dent of their ill attempts, (for the Irish use to 
bless all they fear harm of;) and are afraid to be of a middle nature 
betwixt (between) man and angel, as were daemons thought to be of old; 
of intelligent studious spirits, and light changeable bodies, (like those 
called astral,) somewhat of the nature of a condensed cloud, and best 
seen in twilight. These bodies be so pliable through the subtilty of the 
spirits that agitate them, that they can make them appear or disappear at 
pleasure. 


Some have bodies or vehicles so spurious, thin, and delicate, that they are 
fed by only sucking into some fine spirituous liquors, that pierce like pure 
air and oil: others feed more gross on the foyson (life force) or substance 
of corns and liquors, or corn itself that grows on the surface of the Earth, 
which these fairies steal away, partly invisible, partly preying on the grain, 
as do crows and mice; wherefore in this same age, they are sometimes 
heard to bake bread, strike hammers, and do such like services within the 
little hillocks (mound or small hill) they most haunt: some whereof of 
old, before the gospel dispelled paganism, and in some barbarous places 
as yet, enter houses after all are at rest, and set the kitchens in order, 
cleaning all the vessels. 


Such drags go under the name of Brownies. When we have plenty, they 
have scarcity at their homes; and on the contrary (for they are 
empowered to 

catch as much prey everywhere as they please,) there robberies 
notwithstanding often times occasion great risks of corne (corne in 
French means horn) not to bleed so well, (as they call it,) or prove so 
copious by very far as was expected by the owner. 


Their bodies of congealed air are sometimes caried aloft, other whiles 
grovel in different shapes, and enter into any cranny or cliff of the Earth 
where air enters, to their ordinary dwellings; the Earth being full of 
cavities and cells, and there being no place nor creature but is supposed 
to have other animals (greater or lesser) living in, or upon, it as 
Inhabitants; and no such thing as a pure wilderness in the 

whole Universe. 


2. We then (the more terrestrial kind have now so numerously planted all 
countries,) do labour for that abstruse people, as well as for ourselves. 

Albeit, when several countries were unhabituated by us, these had their 
early tillage above ground, as we now. The print of those susurrous (the 
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word susurrous means full of whispering or rustling sounds) do yet 
remain to be seen on the shoulders of very high hills, which was done 
when the campaign ground was wood and forest. 


They remove to other lodgings at the beginning of each quarter of the 
year, so traveling until doomsday, being impudent (meaning not showing 
due respect for another person) and [impotent of?] (staying in one place, 
and finding some ease 

by so purning [journeying] and changing habitations. Their chameleonlike 
bodies swim in the air near the Earth with bag and baggage; and at such 
revolution of time, seers, or men of the Second Sight, (females being 
seldom so qualified) have very terrifying encounters with them, even on 
high ways; who therefore usually shun to travel abroad at these four 
seasons of the year, and thereby have made it a custom to this day 
among the Scottish-Irish to keep church duly every first Sunday of the 
quarter to sene (sene is an obsolete English word for old man) or 
hallow themselves, their corns and cattle, from the shots and stealth of 
these wandering tribes; and many of these superstitious people will not be 
seen in church again till the next quarter begin, as if no duty were to be 
learned or done by them, but all the use of worship and sermons were to 
save them from these arrows that fly in the dark. 


Comment: Remember the what was mentioned at the start about 
the four cities of the Tuatha De Danann, and how they represent 
the four seasons of the year that was mentioned in The Second 
Battle of Mag Tured (Stokes, 1891). 


They are distributed in tribes and orders, and have children, nurses, 
manages, deaths, and burials, in appearance, even as we, (unless they so 
do for a mock-show, or to prognosticate some such things among us.) 


3. They are clearly seen by these men of the Second Sight to eat at 
funerals [and] banquets ; hence many of the Scottish-Irish will not taste 
meat at these meetings, lest they have communion with, or be poisoned 
by, them. So are they seen to carry a beer or coin with the corpse among 
the middle-earth men to the grave. (middle-earth could be referring 
to between angel and demon) Some men of that exalted sight 
(whether by art or nature) have told me they have seen at these meetings 
a double-man, or the shape of some man in two places; that is, a 
superterranean and a subterranean inhabitant, perfectly resembling one 
another in all points, whom he notwithstanding could easily distinguish 
one from another, by some secret tokens and operations, and so go speak 
to the man his neighbour and familiar, passing by the apparition or 
resemblance of him. 
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Comment: Could be magic or even some kind of technology, or 
maybe even a bit of both! There’s another place in this book that 
speak of holographic projections standing in for people, in the 
part about women being abducted and turned into nurses. I will 
mention that when that part comes up. 


Fairy holographic magic. Image produced by Al. 


They avouch that every element and different state of being have animals 
resembling these of another element; as there be fishes sometimes at sea 
resembling monks of late order in all their hoods and dresses; so as the 
Roman invention of good and bad daemons, and guardian angels 
particularly aligned, is called by them an ignorant mistake, sprung only 
from this original. They call this 

reflex-man a co-walker, every way like the man, as a twin-brother and 
companion, haunting him as his shadow, as is often seen and known 
among men (resembling the original,) both before and after the original is 
dead; and was also often seen of old to enter a house, by which the 
people knew that the person of that likeness 

was to visit them within a few days. 


This copy, echo, or living picture, goes at last to his own herd. It 
accompanied that person so long and frequently for ends best known to 
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itself, whether to guard him from the secret assaults of some of its own 
folks, or only as a sportful ape to counterfeit all his actions. However, the 
stories of old witches prove beyond contradiction, that all sorts of people, 
spirits which assume light airy bodies, or crazed bodies coated by foreign 
spirits, seem to take some pleasure, (at least to asswage from pain or 
melancholy,) by frisking and capering like satyrs (males with intense 
sexual desires), or whistling and screeching (like unlucky birds) in their 
unhallowed synagogues and sabbaths. 


If invited and earnestly required, these companions make themselves 
known and familiar to men; other wife, being in a different state and 
element, they neither can nor will easily converse with them. They avouch 
that a Heluo, or Great-eater, has a voracious elf to be his attender, called 
a Joint-eater or Juil-halver, feeding on the pith or quintessence of what the 
man eats; and that therefore he continues lean like a hawk or heron, 
notwithstanding his devouring appetite; yet it would seem that they 
convey that substance elsewhere, for these subterraneans eat but little in 
their dwellings; there food being exactly clean, and served up by pleasant 
children, like enchanted puppets. 


What food they extract from us is conveyed to their homes by secret 
paths, as some skilful women do the pith and milk from their neighbour’s 
cows into their own chief-hold through a dair-tedder, at a great distance, 
by airt (airt means direction) magic, or by drawing a spickot (spigot?) 
fastened to a post, which will bring milk as far of as a bull will be heard to 
roar. 


Note mentioned in the original book: Isabel Gowdie confessed to 
stealing milk from the cow by magic. "We plait the rope the 
wrong way, in the Devil's name, and we draw the tether between 
the cow 's hind feet, and oat betwixt her forward feet, in the 
Devil's name, and thereby take with us the cow's milk." Mr. Kirk, 
it will be observed, does not connect the Fairy kingdom with that 
of Satan, as some of his contemporaries were inclined to do. 


The chief made of the remaining milk of a cow thus strained will swim in 
water like a cork. The method they take to recover their milk is a bitter 
chiding (meaning rebuke) of the suspected enchanters, charging them 
by a counter charm to give them back their own, in God, or their master's 
name. But a little of the mother's dung stroke it on the calves’ mouth 
before it suck any, does prevent this theft. 


4. Their houses are called large and fair, and (unless at some odd 


occasions) unperceivable by vulgar eyes, like Rachland, and other 
enchanted Islands, having fir (fir in Scots Gaelic means men but is 


13 


maybe the word fair) lights, continual lamps, and fires, often seen 
without fuel to sustain them. 


Comment: This book was written before Rob Kirk’s death in 1692 
and first published in 1815 (Goodreads), but the light bulb that was 
practical enough to be called ‘continual’ and used on a mass scale 
wasn’t invented by Thomas Edison in 1879. Be aware this isn’t 
the only strange reference to science and technology in this book. 


As bizarre as it seems fairyland has continual lamps, and fires, often seen 
without fuel to sustain them, according to Rober Kirk in the 17" century. 
Images generated by Al. 


Women are yet alive who tell they were taken away when in child-bed to 
nurse fairy children, a lingering voracious image of them being left in their 
place, (like their reflection in a mirror,) which (as if it were some insatiable 
Spirit in an assumed body) made first semblance to devour the meats that 
it cunningly carried by, and then left the carcase as if it expired and 
departed thence by a natural and common death. The child, and fire, with 
food and other necessities, are set before the nurse how soon she enters; 
but she never perceives any passage out nor sees what those people do in 
other rooms of the lodging. When the child is waned, the nurse dies, or is 
conveyed back, or gets it to her choice to lay there. But if any 
subterraneans be so subtle, as to practice slights for procuring a privacy 
to any of their mysteries, (such as making use of their ointments, which as 
Gygef's Ring makes them invisible, or nimble, or cats them in a trance, or 
alters their shape, or makes things appear at a vast distance, &c.) they 
smite them without pain, as with a puff of wind, and bereave them of both 
the natural and acquired sights in the twinkling of an eye, (both these 
sights, where once they come, being in the same organ and inseparable,) 
or they struck them dumb. The Tramontains to this day put bread, the 
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Bible, or a piece of iron (iron is like kryptonite to fairies) , in women’s 
beds when travelling, to save them from being thus stolen; and they 
commonly report, that all uncouth, unknown wights are terrified by 
nothing earthly so much as by cold Iron. They deliver the reason to be that 
Hell lying betwixt (between) the chill tempests, and the fire brands of 
scalding metals and iron of the north, (hence the loadstone causes a 
tendency to that point,) by an antipathy thereto, these odious far-scenting 
creatures shrug and fright at all that comes thence relating to so abhorred 
a place, whence their torment is either begun, or feared to come 
hereafter. 


Comment: This phenomenon of abductions sounds very familiar, 
and again there are various references to high science and 
technology in this book, which will be pointed out when they 
come up. 


Fairy kidnapping a woman to turn her into a nurse. Image generated by Al. 


5. Their apparel and speech is like that of the people and country under 
which they 

live: so are they seen to wear plaids and variegated garments in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and Suanochs therefore in Ireland. They speak but 
little, and that by way of whistling, clear, not rough. The very devils 
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conjured in any country, do answer in the language of the place; yet 
sometimes the subterraneans speak more distinctly than at other times. 
Their women are Said to spin very fine, to dye, to toffue (hard to tell 
what that is, maybe tassel?), and embroider: but whether it is as 
manual operation of substantial reined stuffs, with apt and solid 
instruments, or only curious cobwebs, impalpable rainbows, and a 
fantastic imitation of the actions of more 

terrestrial mortals, since it transcended all the senses of the seer to 
discern whether, | leave to conjecture as | found it. 


6. There men travel much abroad, either presaging or aping the dismal 
and tragical 

actions of some amongst us; and have also many disastrous doings of 
their own, as convocations, fighting, gashes, wounds, and burials, both in 
the earth and air. They live much longer than we; yet die at last, or [at] 
least vanish from that state. 


(The following paragraph will need a long explanation because it 
is so important). 


For it is one of their Tenets that nothing perishes, but, as the Sun and Year, 
everything goes in a Circle, Lesser or Greater, and is renewed, and 
refreshed in its revolutions. As it is another that Every Body in the 
Creation moves, which is a sort of life, and that nothing moves but what 
has another Animal moving on it, and so on, to the utmost minute 
corpuscle that is capable to be a receptacle of life. 


Comment: This is a very important statement and it shows an 
actual understanding of frontier physics. This is how Hugh Mynne, 
in The Faery Way (Mynne, The Faery Way , 1996) explains this: 


These are staggeringly modern-sounding concepts, uniting 
the micro- and macro-levels of the universe in one holistic 
model. They also harmonize with modern discoveries in 
quantum physics which have revealed to us a universe 
interconnected in every particular. There are parallel 
passages in Eastern scriptures, for example, the Avatasamka 
Sutra, which speaks of one hair containing innumerable 
Buddha-worlds. But there is certainly nothing quite like it in 
the Western Esoteric Tradition! 


Kirk also says that, according to the Faerie philosophy, "every 


Element and different state of being has [in it] Animals 
resembling those of another Element." 
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Again, the only parallel is with the Avatasamka Sutra, which 
describes the universe as a vast web of jewels (the Jewel Net 
of Indra) with each individual jewel reflecting all the others. 
These similarities can be explained by the hypothesis that 
both the Buddhist Sutra and the Faerie philosophy outlined 
by Kirk draw on a common and very ancient cosmological 
model. 


We note that the Circle or Wheel referred to above is both the 
Wheel of the Year, and the Wheel of Death and Rebirth. And it 
is in constant motion. According to Kirk, so are the Faeries, 
who "remove to other lodgings at the beginning of each 
Quarter of the year." The ceaseless passage of the faeries 
around the Wheel of Life is thus directly related to the 
passage of the seasons themselves, and to the life of the 
land. It is also related to the Four Cities of the siths, Sidhe, or 
Tuatha de Danaan, and is the reason that the Fifth, central 
City is of such importance, being at the point of rest, repose, 
and balance. 


This quote from Olaf Stapledon, a Sci-fi writer, sounds similar to 
the quote just mentioned, except it was made centuries later 
than Robert Kirk’s quote. It goes to show that Robert Kirk had a 
strangely scientific understanding of modern science for his 
time: 


The cosmos exploded, actualizing its potentiality of space 
and time. The centres of power, like fragments of a bursting 
bomb, were hurled apart. But each one retained in itself, as a 
memory and a longing, the single point of the whole; and 
each mirrored in itself aspects of all the others throughout all 
the cosmical space and time. 


Another quote from Hugh Mynne is worth bringing up: 


This leads to an important aspect of the indissoluble unity of 
matter and spirit: the existence within the Earth, and within 
the larger universe, of many dimensions of being. This is also 
a feature of the ancient cosmology preserved in Hua-Yen 
Buddhism and the Faerie texts. Nothing moves or exists 
within the Universe that does not have smaller entities 
moving upon it, or larger ones encircling it. There are worlds 
within worlds ad infinitum, interpenetrating each other 
without obstruction. This concept of the interfusion of planes 
is a vital key within the Faerie Tradition. It is radically 
different from the rigidly hierarchical model of the universe 
found in standard Western occultism and has more in 
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common with Aboriginal traditions of the Alcheringa or 
Dreaming. 


Walter Russell puts the interconnectedness of everything with 
this fine statement, ‘The layman thinks objectively of an apple as 
a solid object, but the scientist should think of the apple as one 
fleeting part of a whole cycle.’ (Russell) 


Think of an old analogue clock where there's a gear that turns 
smaller gears that turns smaller gears still. All the wheels, no 
matter what size, are all turned by the same ultimate force. 

If everything in the Universe is made up of vibrations, from the 
particles, to atoms, to matter, to the cycles of seasons, to the 
orbits of planets, to the orbits of stars around the galactic centre, 
to whatever other greater cycles there are and all the cycles not 
mentioned, then they are all like a massive clock all turned by the 
same Sacred Engine that moves everything while it itself is at 
rest like The Hermetica says: 


Yet everything moved is moved not in something moved but 
in something at rest. And the mover is also at rest, unable to 
be moved conjointly. 


7. They are afraid to have aristocratical rulers and laws, but no discernible 
religion, love, or devotion towards God, the blessed maker of all: they 
disappear whenever they hear his name invoked, or the name of Jesus, (at 
which all do bow willingly, or by constraint, that dwell above or beneath 
within the Earth, Philip 2:10;) nor can they act ought at that time after 
hearing of that sacred name. The Tabhaisver, or seer, that corresponds 
with this kind of familiar, can bring them with it a spell to appear to 
himself or to others when he pleases, as readily as Endor Witch to those of 
her kind. 


He tells, they are ever ready to go on hurtful errands, but seldom will be 
the messengers of great good to men. He is not terrified with their sight 
when he calls them, but seeing them in a surprize (as often he does) 
frightens him extremely. And glad would he be quite of such, for the 
hideous spectacles seen among them; as the torturing of some wight, 
earnest ghostly staring looks, skirmishes, and the like. 


They do not all the harm which appearingly they have power to do; nor 
are they perceived to be in great pain, save that they are usually silent 
and sullen. They are said to have many pleasant toyish books; but the 
operation of these pieces only appears in some paroxysms (outburst) of 
antic corybantic (frenzied) jollity, as if 
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ravish and prompted by a new spirit entering into them at that instant, 
lighter and merrier than their own. Other books they have of involved 
abstruse (obscure) sense, much like the Rosicrucian style. 


They have nothing of the Bible, save collected parcels for charms and 
counter charms; not to defend themselves withal, but to operate on other 
animals, for they are a people invulnerable by our weapons; and albeit 
were-wolves and witches true bodies are (by the union of the Spirit of 
Nature that runs through all, echoing and doubling the blow towards 
another) wounded at home, when the astral assumed bodies are stricken 
elsewhere; as the strings of a second harp, tune to a unison, sounds, 
though only can be struck; yet there people have not a second, or so 
gross a body at all, to be so pierced; but as air, which when divided unites 
again; or if they feel pain by a blow, they are better physicians than we, 
and quickly cure it. 


They are not subject to sore sicknesses, but dwindle and decay ata 
certain period, all about an age. Some say their continual sadness is 
because of their pendulous state, (like those men, Luke 13:2-6) as 
uncertain what at the last revolution will become of them, when they are 
locked up into an unchangeable condition; and if they have any frolic fits 
of mirth (amusement), 'tis as the constrained grinning of a mort-head 
(Scots language for human skull), or rather as acted on a stage, and 
moved by another, ther [than?] cordially coming of themselves. 


But other men of the Second Sight, being illiterate, and unwary in their 
observations, learn from those; one averring (stating something to be 
the case) those subterranean people to be departed souls, attending 
awhile in this inferior state, and clothed with bodies procured through 
their alms deeds in this life; fluid, active, aethereal vehicles to hold them, 
that they may not scatter, or wander, and be lost in the totum (possibly 
totem), or their first nothing; but if any were so impious as to have given 
no alms, they say when the souls of such do depart, they sleep in an 
unactive state till they resume the terrestrial bodies again: others, that 
what the low-country Scotts calls a wraith, and the Irish Taibhshe (from a 
note in the original book: The Death-candle is called Druig) or 
Death's Messenger, (appearing sometimes as a little rough dog, and if 
crossed and conjured in time, will be pacified by the death of any other 
creature instead of the sick man,) is only exuviate (shed) fumes of the 
man approaching death, exhaled and congealed into a various likeness, 


Note in the original book: What is this theory of "Men illiterate 
and unwary in their Observations," but Von Hartmann's doctrine 
of" the nerve force which issues from the body of the medium, 
and then proceeds to set up fresh centres of force in all 
neighbouring objects , . . while it still remains under the control 
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of the medium's unconscious will". See Mr. Walter Leaf on 
Hartmann's Der Otitterhypotheu da Spiritismus, Pro. S. P. R., xix. 
293. It is amusing to find a learned German coinciding in scientific 
theory with "ignorant and unwary" Highland seers. Both regard 
the phantasms as manifestations of "nerve-force," "exuvious 
fumes," and as "neither souls nor counterfeiting spirits. 


(as ships and armies are sometimes shaped in the air,) and called astral 
bodies, agitated as wild-fire with wind, and are neither souls nor 
counterfeiting spirits; yet not a few avouch (as is said,) that surely there 
are numerous people by themselves, having their own politics. Which 
diversities of judgments may occasion several inconsonances (lack of 
harmony) in this rehearsal, after the narrowest scrutiny made about it. 


8. Their weapons are most what solid earthly bodies, nothing of iron, but 
much of stone, like to yellow soft flint spa, shaped like a barbed arrow- 
head, but flung like a dart, with great force. These arms (cut by airt 
(direction) and tools it seems beyond human) have something of the 
nature of thunderbolt subtlety, and mortally wounding the vital parts 
without breaking the skin; of which wounds | have observed in beats, and 
felt them with my hands. 


Comment: This sounds more like Science Fiction rather than a 
story about fairies. Again this was written in the 17‘ century and 
first published in 1815. It really sounds like high-voltage 
electricity is being used to kill animals. The closest thing that 
exists today that would kill animals (or humans) like that would 
be a Taser, or even the Electric Chair. Workers in abattoirs use a 
device to shock animals before they cut their throats as well, but 
how on Earth did Rob Kirk think of such a thing in his day? 
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Fairy with a phaser gun. Image generated by AI. 


They are not as infallible Benjamites, hitting at a hair's-breadth; nor are 
they wholly unvanquishable, at least in appearance. The men of that 
Second Sight do not discover strange things when asked, but at fits and 
raptures, as if inspired with some genius at that instant which before did 
lurk in or about them. Thus | have frequently spoke to one of them, who in 
his transport told he cut the body of one of those people in two with his 
iron weapon, and so escaped this onset, yet he saw nothing left behind of 
that appearing divided; at other times he out wrested [wrestled?] some of 
them. His neighbours often perceived this man to disappear at a certain 
place, and about one hour after to become visible, and discover himself 
near a bow-shot from the first place. 


It was in that place where he became invisible, said he, that the 
Subterraneans did encounter and combat with him. Those who are unseen 
or unsanctified (called Fae or Faery) are said to be pierced or wounded 
with those people's weapons, which makes them do somewhat very unlike 
their former practice, causing a sudden alteration, yet the cause thereof 
unperceivable at present; nor have they power (either they cannot make 
use of their natural powers, or ask not the heavenly aid,) to escape the 
blow impendent. 


A man of the Second Sight perceived a person standing by him (found to 
others view) wholly gored in blood, and he (amazed-like) bid him to 
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instantly flee. The whole man laughed at his direction and warning, since 
there was no appearance of 

danger. He had scarce contracted his lips from laughter, when 
unexpectedly his enemy leapt in at his side, and stabbed him with their 
weapons. They also pierce cows or other animals, usually said to be elf- 
shot, whose purest substance (if they die) these subterraneans take to live 
on, viz. the aerial and aethereal parts, the most spirituous matter for 
prolonging of life, such as aquavit (alcoholic spirit made from 
potatoes) (moderately taken) is among liquors, leaving the terrestrial 
behind. The cure of such hurts is, only for a man to find out the hole with 
his finger; as if the spirits lowing from a man's warm hand were antidote 
sufficient against their poison darts. 


9. As birds and beasts, whose bodies are much used to the change of the 
free and open air, foresee storms; so those invisible people are more 
Sagacious (good judgement) to understand by the books of the nature 
things to come, than we, who are pestered with the grosser dregs of all 
elementary mixtures, and have our purer spirits choaked by them. 


The deer scents out a man and powder (though a late invention) at a 
great distance; a hungry hunter, bread; and the raven, a carrion: Their 
brains, being long clarified by the high and subtle air, will observe a very 
small change in a trice (instant). Thus a man of the Second Sight, 
perceiving the operations of these forecasting invisible people among us, 
(indulged through a stupendous providence to give warnings of some 
remarkable events, either in the air, earth, or waters,) told he saw a 
winding-shroud creeping on a walking healthy person’s legs till it came to 
the knee; and afterwards it came up to the middle, then to the shoulders, 
and at last over the head, which was visible to no other person. And by 
observing the spaces of time between the several stages, he easily 
guessed how long the man was to live who wore the shroud; for when it 
approached his head, he told that such a person was ripe for the grave. 


10. There be many places called Fairiehills, which the mountain people 
think impious and dangerous to peel or discover, by taking earth or wood 
from them; superstitiously believing the souls of their predecessors to 
dwell there. 


Note from original book: The hypothesis that the Fairy belief may 
be a tradition of an ancient race dwelling in subterranean homes, 
is older than Mr. McRitchie or Sir Walter Scott In his Scottish 
Scenery (1803), Dr. Cririe suggests that the germ of the Fairy 
myth is the existence of dispossessed aboriginals dwelling in 
subterranean houses, in some places called Picts' houses, 
covered with artificial mounds. The lights seen near the mounds 
are lights actually caried by the mound-dwellers. Dr. Cririe works 
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out in some detail "this marvellously absurd supposition, " as the 
Quarterly Review calls it (vol. lix.t p. 280). 


And for that end (say they) a mote (speck) or mount was dedicated 
beside every churchyard, to receive the souls till their adjacent bodies 
arise, and so become as a Fairiehill; they using bodies of air when called 
abroad. They also assume those creatures that move invisibly in a house, 
and cast huge great stones, but do not much hurt, because counter- 
wrought by some more courteous and charitable spirits that are 
everywhere ready to defend men, (Dan. 10:13.) to be souls that have not 
attained their rest, through a vehement desire of revealing a murder or 
notable injurie done or received, or a treasure that was forgotten in their 
lifetime on Earth, which when disclosed to a conjurer alone, the ghost 
quite removes. 


In the next country to that of my former residence, about the year 1676, 
when there 

was some scarcity of grain, a marvellous elapse and vision strongly struck 
the imagination of two women in one night, living at a good distance from 
one another, about a treasure hidden in a hill, called Sithbhruaich, or 
Fariehill. The appearance of a treasure was first represented to the fancy, 
and then an audible voice named the place where it was to their awaking 
senses. Whereupon both arose, and 

meeting accidentally at the place, discovered their design; and jointly 
digging, found a vessel as large as a Scottish peck (old Scottish unit of 
measurement), full of small pieces of good money, of ancient coins; 
which halving between them, they fold in dishfuls for dishfuls of meals to 
the country people. Very many of undoubted credit saw, and had of the 
coins to this day. But whether it was a good or bad angel, one of the 
subterranean people, or the restless soul of him who hid it, that 
discovered it, and to what end it was done, I leave to the examination of 
others. 


11. These subterraneans have controversies, doubts, disputes, feuds, and 
siding of parties; there being some ignorance in all creatures, and the 
vastest, created intelligences not compassing (encircling or 
accomplishing) all things. As to vice and sin, whatever their own laws 
be, sure, according to ours, and equity, natural, civil, and revealed, they 
transgress and commit acts of injustice, and sin, by what is above said, as 
to their stealing of nurses for their children, and that other sort of planning 
in catching our children away, (may seem to their home estate in those 
invisible dominions,) which never return. For the inconvenience of their 
Succubi (female demon), who trifle with men, it is abominable; but for 
Swearing and 
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intemperance, they are not observed so subject to those irregularities, as 
to envy, spite, hypocrisy, lying, and dissimulation (concealment of 
thoughts). 


12. As our religion obliges us not to make a peremptory and curious 
search into these abstruseness’s, so that the histories of all ages give as 
many plain examples of extraordinary occurrences as make a modest 
inquiry not contemptable. How much is written of pigmy’s, fairies, 
nymphs, sirens, apparitions, which though not the tenth part true, yet 
could not spring of nothing! Even English authors relate (of) 

Barry Island, in Glamorganshire, that laying your ear into a cliff of the 
rocks, blowing 

of bellows, striking of hammers, clashing of armour, styling of iron, will be 
heard distinctly ever since Merlin enchanted those subterranean wights 
(mythical sentient being) to a solid manual forging of arms to Aurelius 
Ambroius and his Brittons, till he returned; which Merlin being killed in a 
battle, and not coming to loose the knot, these active Vulcans are there 
tied to a perpetual labour. But to dip no deeper into this well, | will next 
give some account how the seer my informer comes to have this secret 
way of correspondence beyond other mortals. 


There be odd solemnities at investing a man with the privileges of the 
whole mystery 

of this Second Sight. He must run a tedder (turn over or spread out) of 
hair (which bound a corps to the bier) in a helix [?] about his middle, from 
end to end; then bow his head downwards, as did Elijah, 1 Kings, 18:42, 
and look back thorough his legs until he finds a funeral advance till the 
people cross two marches; or look thus back through a hole where was a 
knot of fir (men). 


But if the wind changes points while the hair tedder is tied about him, he 
is in peril of his life. The useful method for a curious person to get a 
transient sight of this otherwise invisible crew of subterraneans, (if 
impotently and over rashly fought,) is to put his [left foot under the 
wizard's right] foot, and the seer's hand is put on the inquirer's head, who 
is to look over the wizard's right shoulder, (which has an ill appearance, as 
if by this ceremony an implicit surrender were made of all between the 
wizard's foot and his hand, here the person can be admitted a privado 
(confidant) to the direction;) then will he see a multitude of wight's, like 
furious 

hardie (brave) men, flocking to him hastily from all quarters, as thick as 
atoms in the air; which are no non-entities or phantasms, creatures 
proceeding from an affrighted (frighten) apprehension, confused or 
crazed sense, but realities, appearing to a stable man in his awaking 
sense, and enduring a rational trial of their being. 
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These through fear struck him breathless and speechless. The wizard, 
defending the lawfulness of his skill, forbids such horror, and comforts his 
novice by telling of Zacharias, as being struck speechless at seeing 
apparitions, Luke, 1:20. Then he further maintains his direction, by 
vouching Elisha to have had the same, and disclosed it thus unto his 
servant in 2 Kings, 6:17, when he blinded the Syrians; and Peter in Acts 
5:9, forcing the death of Saphira, by perceiving as it were her winding- 
sheet about her beforehand; and Paul, in 2nd Corinth. 12:4, who got such 
a vision and sight as should not, nor could be told. 


Elisha also in his chamber saw Gehazi his servant, at a great distance, 
taking a reward from Naaman, 2nd Kings, 5:26. Hence were the prophets 
frequently called seers, or men of a 2nd or more exalted sight than others. 
He acts for his purpose also Math. 4:8, where the Devil undertakes to give 
even Jesus a sight of all nations, and the finest things in the world, at one 
glance, though in their natural situations and stations at a vast distance 
from other. 


Comment: I explained this passage in detail in Codex Singularity, 
in the chapter, ‘The Illusion of Distance means God is 
Omnipresent and Nowhere Present’. lIl repeat some of it here 
because it is important. If you read that part of the Bible Robert 
Kirk just mentioned you will notice that it never says that the 
Devil showed Jesus a vision of all the nations of the world, with all 
of their fineries, but rather the Devil somehow collapsed time and 
space and brought all of the nations of the world to Jesus. There’s 
a Significant difference there. 


The Hindu book, called The Tripura Rahasya, has a paragraph 
that also has someone taken up to the top of a mountain and 
seeing many different lands at once. Not only that, but it also 
clearly describes the phenomenon of time dilation, where time 
slows down dramatically. Clearly, he experienced maximum 
Space and virtually no time. (Venkataramaiah, p. 106): 


He went up to the summits of the Himalayas with the saint 
and was shown the whole region and also the earth. Again 
endowed with powerful eyesight, he was able to see far-off 
lands and discovered other worlds besides this one. In the 
distant worlds there was darkness prevailing in some places; 
the earth was gold in some; there were oceans and island 
continents traversed by rivers and mountains; there were the 
heavens peopled by Indra and the Gods, the asuras, human 
beings, the rakshasas and other races of celestials. He also 
found that the saint had divided himself as Brahma in 
Satyaloka, as Vishnu in Vaikunta, and as Siva in Kailasa, while 
all the time he remained as his original-self, the king ruling in 
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the present world. The king was struck with wonder on 
seeing the yogic power of the saint. The sage’s son said to 
him: This sightseeing has lasted only a single day according 
to the standards prevailing here, whereas twelve thousand 
years have passed by in the world you are used to. So let us 
return to my father. 


The same book a few pages later says something very similar 
about distance and time being illusions (Venkataramaiah, p. 114): 


Then he continued: Look, O King! The circuit of the hill is 
hardly two miles and a half and yet you have seen a universe 
within it. Is it real or false? Is it a dream or otherwise? What 
has passed as a day in that land, has counted for twelve 
thousand years here. 


Read Appendix 1 on how distance is an illusion and this enables 
the Second Sight of Robert Kirk’s book and the powerful eyesight 
of the The Tripura Rahasya. 


And it is said expressly he did let find them; not in a map it seems, nor by 
a fantastic magical juggling of the sight, which he could not impose upon 
so discovering a person. It would appear then to have been a sight of real 
solid substances, and things of worth, which he intended as a bait for his 
purpose. Whence it might seem, (comparing this relation of Math. 4:8. 
with the former) that the extraordinary or Second Sight can be given by 
the mystery of bad as well as good spirits to those that will embrace it. 


And the Instance of Balaam and the Pythoness make it nothing the less 
probable. Thus also the seer trains his scholar, by telling of the gradations 
of nature, ordered by a wife providence; that as the sight of bats and owls 
transcend that of shrews and moles, so the visive (capable of seeing) 
faculties of men are clearer than those of owls; as eagles, lynx’s, and cats 
are brighter than men’s. And again, that men of the Second Sight (being 
deigned to give warnings against secret engines) surpass the ordinary 
vision of other men which is a native habit in some, descended from their 
ancestors, and acquired as an artificial improvement of their natural sight 
in others; resembling in their own kind the usual artificial helps of optic 
glasses, (as prospectives, telescopes, and microscopes,) without which 
ascititious (added from something inessential or separate) aids 
those men here treated of do perceive things that, for their smallness, or 
subtility, and secrecy, are invisible to others, though daily conversant with 
them; they having such a beam continually about them as that of the Sun, 
which when it shines clear only, lets common eyes see the atoms in the 
air, that without those rays they could not discern; for some have this 
Second Sight transmitted from father to son through the whole family, 
without their own consent or others teaching, proceeding only from a 
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bounty of providence it seems, or by compact, or by a complexional 
quality of the first acquirer. 


As it may seem alike strange (yet nothing vicious) in such as master 
great-rake, 


Note from original book: Glanvill, in Essays on Several Important 
Subjects (1675), prints a letter from an Irish Bishop on Geatrex, 
the "stroker." He cured diseases "by a sanative contagion." 
According to the Bishop, Greatrex had an impression that he 
could do "faith-healing, " and found that he could, but whether by 
virtue of some special power or by "the people's fancy, " he knew 
not. He frequently failed, and his patients had elapses. See his 
own Account of Strange Cures: in a Letter to Robert Boyle. 


the Irish Stroker, seventh-sons, and others that cure the king's evil, and 
chase away diseases and pain, with only stroking of the affected part; 
which (if it be not the relic of miraculous operations, or some secret virtue 
in the womb, of the parent, which increases until seventh-sons be borne, 
and decreases by the same degrees afterwards,) proceeds only from the 
sanative balsam of their healthful constitutions; virtue going out from 
them by spirituous effluxes (given off as steam) unto the patient, and 
their vigorous healthy spirits affecting the sick as usually the unhealthy 
fumes of the sick infect the found and whole. 


13. The minor sort of seers prognosticate many future events, only for a 
month's space, from the shoulder-bone of a sheep on which a knife never 
came, (for as before is said, and the Nazarites of old had something of it) 
iron hinders all the operations of those that travel in the intrigues of these 
hidden dominions. By looking into the bone, they will tell if whoredom be 
committed in the owner's house; what money the master of the sheep 
had; if any will die out of that house for that month; 

and if any cattle there will take a trake (tracheotomy), as if planet- 
struck. Then will they prescribe a preservative and prevention. 


14. A woman (it seems an exception from the general rule,) singularly wife 
in these 

matters of foresight, living in Colasnach, an Isle of the Hebrides, (in the 
time of the Marquis of Montrose his wars with the states in Scotland,) 
being notorious among many; and so examined by some that violently 
seized that isle, if she saw them coming or not? She said, she saw them 
coming many hours before they came in view of the isle. But earnestly 
looking, (she sometimes took them for enemies, 

sometime for friends; and moreover they looked as if they went from the 
isle, not as men approaching it, which made her not put the inhabitants on 
their guard. 
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The matter was, that the barge wherein the enemy failed, was a little 
before taken from the inhabitants of that same isle, and the men had their 
backs towards the isle, when they were plying the oars towards it. Thus 
this old scout and Delphian Oracle was at least. deceived, and did 
deceive. Being asked who gave her such sights and warnings, she said, 
that as soon as she set three crosses of straw upon the palm of her hand, 
a great ugly beast sprang out of the Earth near her, and flew in the air. If 
what (he enquired had success according to her wish, the beast would 
descend calmly, and lick up the crosses. If it would not succeed, the beast 
would furiously thrust her and the crosses over on the ground, and so 
vanish to his place. 


15. Among other instances of undoubted verity, proving in these the being 
of such 

aerial people, or species of creatures not vulgarly known, | add the 
subsequent relations, some whereof | have from my acquaintance with the 
actors and patients, and the rest from the eye-witnesses to the matter of 
fact. The first whereof (shall be of the woman taken out of her child-bed, 
and having a lingering image of her substituted body in her room, which 
resemblance decayed, died, and was buried. 

But the person stolen returning to her husband after two years space, he 
being convinced by many undeniable tokens that she was his former wife, 
admitted her home, and had diverse children by her. Among other reports 
she gave her husband, was this one: 


That she perceived little of what they did in the spacious house she 
lodged in, until she anointed one of her eyes with a certain unction 
(anointing, consecrating or healing) that was by her; which they 
perceiving to have acquainted her with their actions, they fain'd 
(compelled) her blind of that eye with a puff of their breath. She found 
the place full of light, without any fountain or lamp from whence it did 
spring. 


Comment: This is similar to the passage from before about 
apparent technology, except in this example there’s no 
discernible source as such. Perhaps it could be entire walls, roofs 
and other things glowing, or something like that. 


This person lived in the country next to that of my last residence, and 
might furnish matter of dispute amongst, casuists (a person who 
studies and resolves moral problems in specific situations), 
whether if her husband had been married in the interim of her two years 
absence, he was obliged to divorce from the second spouse at the return 
of the first. There is a direction, appearing without superstition, for 
recovering of such as are stolen, but think it superfluous to insert it 
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| saw a woman of forty years of age, and examined her (having another 
clergy man 

in my company) about a report that past of her long fasting [her name is 
not Intyre.] (From a note at the bottom of the page: Thus in the 
manuscript, which is only a transcript of Mr. Kirk's original. 
perhaps M'Intyre?) It was told by them of the house, as well as herself, 
that she took very little or no food for several years past; that she waited 
in the fields overnight, saw and conversed with a people she knew not, 
having wandered in seeking of her sheep, and slept upon a small hill, and 
finding herself transported to another place before day. The woman had a 
child since that time, and is still pretty melancholy (depressed) and 
silent, hardly ever seen to laugh. Her natural heat and radical moisture 
seem to be equally balanced, like an unextinguished lamp, and going ina 
circle, not unlike to the faint life of bees, and some sort of birds, that sleep 
all the winter over, and revive in the spring. 


Comment: Again with the reports of fairy kidnappings. To 
someone in in 17“ century and before, they would have been 
extremely confused by the whole incident and unable to properly 
process the whole experience. To people whose world view was so 
restricted, meeting otherworldly beings would have been 
extremely hard to compute. 


It is usually in all magical arts to have the candidates prepossessed with a 
belief of their tutor's skill, and ability to perform their feats, and act their 
juggling pranks and legerdemain (sleight of hand); but a person called 
Stewart, possessed with a 

prejudice at that was spoken of the second sight, and living near to my 
house, was so put to it by a seer, before many witnesses, that he lost his 
speech and power of his legs, and breathing excessively, as if expiring, 
because of the many fearful wights that appeared to him. The companies 
were forced to carry him into the house. 


It is notoriously known what in Killin, within Perthshire, fell tragically out 
with a yeoman (officer within a royal household) that lived nearby, 
who coming into a company within an ale-house, where a seer sat at a 
table, that at the sight of the entrant neighbour, the seer starting, rose to 
go out of the house; and being asked the reason of his haste, told that the 
entrant man should die within two days; at which news the named entrant 
stabbed the seer, and was himself executed two days after for the fact. 


A minister, very intelligent, but misbelieving all such sights as were not 
ordinary, chancing to be in a narrow lane with a seer, who perceiving a 
wight of a known visage seriously to encounter them, the seer desired the 
minister to turn out of the way; who scorning his reason, and holding 


29 


himself in the path with them, when the seer was going hastily out of the 
way, they were both violently cast aside to 

a good distance, and the fall made them lame for all their life. A little after 
the minister was carried home, one came to toll the bell for the death of 
the man whose representation met them in the narrow path home half an 
hour before. 


Another example is: A seer in Kintyre, in Scotland, fitting at table with 
diverse others, 

suddenly did cast his head aside. The company asking him why he did it, 
he answered, that such a friend of his, by name, then in Ireland, 
threatened immediately to cast a dishful of butter in his face. The men 
wrote down the day and hour, and sent to the gentleman to know the 
truth; in which the gentleman declared that he did at that very time, for 
he knew that his friend was a seer, and would make a sport with it. The 
men that were present, and examined the matter exactly, told me this 
story; and with all, that a seer would with all his optics perceive no other 
object so readily as this, at such a distance. 


A SUCCINT ACCOMPT 
OF 
My LORD TARBOTT'S RELATIONS, 
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IN A LETTER TO THE 
Honourable ROBERT BOYLE, Esquire, 
OF THE 
PREDICTIONS made by SEERS, 
Whereof himself was Ear and Eye-witness. 


[I thought it to adjoin [it] hereunto, that | might not be thought singular in 
this definition; that the matter of fact might be undeniably made out; and 
that | 

might, with all submission, give annotations, with animadversions 
(criticisms), on his supposed causes of that phenomenon, with my 
reasons that are different from his judgement. ] 


Sir, 


| heard very much, but believed very little, of the second sight; yet it’s 
being assumed by several of great veracity, | was induced to make inquiry 
after it in the year 1652, being then confined to abide in the north of 
Scotland by the English usurpers. The more general accounts of it were, 
that many highlanders, yet far more islanders, were qualified with this 
second sight; that men, women, and children, indistinctly, were subject to 
it, and children, where parents were not. 


Sometimes people came to age, who had it not when young, nor could 
any tell by what means produced. It is a trouble to most of them who are 
subject to it, and they would be rid of it at any rate if they could. The sight 
is of no long duration, only continuing so long as they can keep their eyes 
steady without twinkling. The hardy therefore fix their look, that they may 
see longer; but the timorous (timid) see only glances, their eyes always 
twinkles at the first sight of the object that which generally is seen by 
them, are the species of living creatures, and of inanimate things, which 
was in motion, such as ships, and habits upon persons. 


They never find the species of any person who is already dead. What they 
foresee fails not to exist in the mode, and in that place where it appears to 
them. They cannot well know what space of time shall intervene between 
the apparition and the real existence: But some of the hardiest and 
longest experience have some rules for conjectures; as, if they find a man 
with a shrouding sheet in the apparition, they will conjecture at the 
nearness or remoteness of his death by the more or less of his body that 
is covered by it. 


They will ordinarily find their absent friends, though at a great distance, 
sometimes no less than from America to Scotland, sitting, standing, or 
walking in some certain place; and then they conclude with an assurance 
that they will find them so there. If a man be in love with a woman, they 
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will ordinarily find the species of that man standing by her, and so likewise 
if a woman be in love; and they conjecture at their enjoyment (of each 
other) by the species touching (of) the person, or appearing at a distance 
from her (if they enjoy not one another.) If they find the species of any 
person who is sick and is going to die, they find them covered over with 
the shrouding sheet. 


These generals | had verified to me by such of them as did find, and were 
esteemed 

honest and sober by all the neighbourhood; for | inquired after such for my 
information. And because there were more of these seers in the Isles of 
Lewis, Harris, and Uist, than in any other place, I did entreat Sir James 
McDonald (who is now dead) Sir Normand McLeod, and Mr. Daniel Morison, 
a very honest person, (who are still alive,) to make inquiry in this uncouth 
(lacking manners, refinement or grace) sight, and to acquaint me 
therewith; which they did, and all found an agreement in these generals, 
and informed me of many instances confirming what they said. But 
though men of discretion and honour, being but at 2nd hand, | will choose 
rather to put myself than my friends on the hazard of being laughed at for 
incredible relations. 


| was once travelling in the highlands, and a good number of servants with 
me, as is uSually there; and one of them going a little before me, entering 
into a house where | was to stay all night, and going hastily to the door, he 
suddenly stepped back with a screech, and did fall by a stone, which hit 
his foot and | asked what the matter was, for he seemed to be very much 
frightened. He told me very seriously that | should not lodge in that house, 
because shortly a dead coffin would be carried out of it, for many were 
carrying it when he was heard to cry. I, neglecting his words, and staying 
there, he said to other of his servants, he was sorry for it, and that surely 
what he saw would shortly come to pass. Though no sick person was then 
there, the landlord, a healthy highlander, died of an apoplectic fit before | 
left the house. 


In the year 1653, Alexander Monro (afterward Lieut. Col. to the Earl of 
Dunbarton's 

regiment,) and | were walking in a place called Ullabill, in Lochbroom, ona 
little plain, 

at the foot of a rugged hill. There was a servant working with a spade in 
the walk 

before us; his back was to us, and his face to the hill. Before we came to 
him, he let the spade fall, and looked toward the hill. He took notice of us 
as we passed nearby him, which made me look at him; and perceiving him 
to stare a little strangely, | conjectured him to be a seer. 
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| called at him, at which he started to smile. What are you doing? Said l. 
He answered, I have seen a very strange thing; an army of Englishmen, 
leading horses, coming down that hill; and a number of them are coming 
down to the plain, and eating the barley, which is growing in the field near 
the hill. This was on the 4th May, (for | noted the day,) and it was four or 
five days before the barley was sown in the field that he spoke of. 
Alexander Monro asked him how he knew they were Englishmen? He said, 
because they were leading the horses, and had on hats and boots, which 
he knew no Scot man would be wearing. We took little notice of the whole 
story, as other than a foolish vision; but wished that an English party were 
there, we being then at war with them, and the place almost inaccessible 
for horsemen. But in the beginning of August thereafter, the Earl of 
Middleton (then Lieut. For the king in the highlands) having occasion to 
march a party of his toward the South Highlands, he sent his foot soldiers 
through a place called Inverlawell; and the fore-party which was first down 
the hill, did fall off eating the barley which was on the little plain under it. 
And Monro calling to mind what the seer told us, in May preceding, he 
wrote of it, and sent an expert to me to Lochslin, in Rofs, (where | then 
was) with it. 


| had occasion once to be in company where a young lady was, (excuse 
my not 

naming of person), and | was told there was a notable seer in the 
company. | called him to speak with me, as | did ordinarily when | found 
any of them; and after he had answered me to several questions, | asked 
if he knew any person to be in love with that lady. He said he did, but he 
knew not the person; for during the two days he had been in her 
company, he perceived one standing near her, and his head leaning on 
her shoulder; which he said did foretell that the man should marry her, 
and die before her, according to his observation. 


This was in the year 1655. | desired him to describe the person, which he 
did; so that | could conjecture, by the description, of such a one, who was 
of that lady acquaintance, though there were no thoughts of their 
marriage till two years thereafter. And having occasion, in the year 1657, 
to find this seer, who was an islander, in company with the other person 
whom | conjectured to have been described by him, I called him aside, 
and asked if that was the person he saw beside the lady nearly two years 
in the past. He said it was him indeed, for he had seen that lady just then 
standing by him hand in hand. This was some few months before their 
marriage, and that man has since died, and the lady still alive. 


| shall trouble you but with one more, which | thought most remarkable of 
any that 

occurred to me. In January 1652, the above mentioned Lieut. Coll. Alex. 
Monro and | 
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happened to be in the house of one Wm. MacLeod of Ferrinlea, in the 
County of Rofs. 


He, the landlord, and | were sitting in three chairs near the fire, and in the 
corner of the great chimney there were two islanders, who that very night 
came to the house, and were related to the landlord. While one of them 
was talking with Monro, | perceived the other one looking at me oddly. 
From this look, and his being an islander, | conjectured that he was a seer, 
and asked him, at what he was staring at? 

He answered, by desiring me to rise from that chair, for it was an unlucky 
one. | asked him why. He answered, because there was a dead man in the 
chair next to me. Well, said |, if it be in the next chair, | may keep mine 
own. But what is the likeness of the man? He laid he was a tall man, witha 
long grey coat, booted, and one of his legs hanging over the arm of the 
chair, and his head hanging 

dead to the other side, and his arm backward, as if it were broken. 


There were some English troops then quartered near that place, and there 
being at that time a great frost after a thaw, the country was covered all 
over with ice. Four or five of the English riding by this house some two 
hours after the vision, while we were sitting by the fire, we heard a great 
noise, which proved to be those troopers, with the help of other servants, 
carrying in one of their number, who had got a very mischievous fall, and 
had his arm broke; and falling frequently in swooning fits, they brought 
him into the hall, and sat him in the very chair, and in the very posture 
that the seer had prophesied. But the man did not die, though he 
recovered with great difficulty. 


Among the accounts given me by Sir Norman MacLeod, there was one 
worth of special notice, which was thus. There [was] a gentleman in the 
Isle of Harris, who was always seen by the seers with an arrow in his thigh. 
Such in the isle who thought those prognostications infallible, did not 
doubt but he would be 

shot in the thigh before he died. Sir Norman told me that he heard it was 
the subject of their discourse for many years. At last he died without any 
such accident. Sir Norman was at his burial, at St Clement's Church in the 
Harris. At the same time, the corps of another gentleman was brought to 
be buried in the very same church. The friends on either side came to 
debate who should first enter the church, and in a trice from words they 
came to blows. One of the number (who was armed with bow and arrows) 
let one fly among them. (Now every family in that isle have their burial 
place in the church in stone chests, and the bodies are carried in open 
coffins to the burial place). Sir Norman having appeased the tumult, one 
of the arrows was found shot in the dead man's thigh. To this Sir Norman 
was a witness. 
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In the Account which Mr Daniel Morison, parson (clergyman) in the Lewis, 
gave me, there was one, though it be heterogeneous from the subject, yet 
it may [be] worth your notice. It was of a young woman in his parish, who 
was mightily frightened by seeing her own image still before her, always 
when she came to the open air; the back of the image being always to 
her, so that it was not a reflection as in a mirror, but the species of such a 
body as her own, and in a very like habit, which appeared to herself 
continually before her. The parson kept her for a long while with him, but 
had no remedy for her evil, which troubled her exceedingly. | was told 
afterwards, that when she was four or five years older she saw it not. 


These are matters of fact, which | assure you are truly related. But these, 
and all 

others that occurred to me, by information or otherwise, could never lead 
me into a remote conjecture of the cause of so extraordinary a 
phenomenon. Whether it be a quality in the eyes of some people into 
these parts, concurring with a quality in the air also; whether such species 
be everywhere, though not seen by the want of eyes so qualified, or from 
whatever other cause, | must leave to the inquiry of clearer judgements 
than mine. But a hint may be taken from this image which appeared 

still to this woman above mentioned, and from another mentioned by 
Aristotle, in the 4th of his Metaphysics (if | remember right, for it is long 
since | read it;) as also from the common opinion that young infants 
(unsullied with many objects) do find apparitions, which were not seen by 
those of elder years; as like wife from this, that several did find the second 
sight when in the highlands or isles, yet when 

transported to live in other countries, especially in America, they quite lost 
this quality, as was told me by a gentleman who knew some of them in 
Barbados, who did see no vision there, although he knew them to be seers 
when they lived in the Isles of Scotland. 


Thus far my Lord Tarbett (possibly Tarbott) 


My Lord, after narrow inquisition, has delivered many true and remarkable 
observations on this subject; yet to encourage further scrutiny, | crave 
leave to say: 


That 1. But a few women are endued with this sight in respect of men, and 
their predictions not so certain. 


2. This sight is not criminal, since a man can come by it unawares, and 
without his 

consent; but it is certain he finds more fatal and fearful things than be do 
gladsome. 
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3. The seers avouch, that several who go the Siths (another word for 
Faeries), (or people at rest, and, in respect of us, in peace,) (a similar 
statement to this will come up again and it is important, I will 
explain it there) before the natural period of their life expires, do 
frequently appear to them. 


4. A vehement desire to attain this direction is very helpful to the inquirer; 
and the species of an absent friend, which appears to the seers, as clearly 
as if he had sent his lively picture to present itself before him, is no 
phantastic shadow of a sick apprehension, but a reality, and a messenger, 
coming for unknown reasons, not from the original similitude of itself, but 
from a more swift and pragmatic people, which recreate themselves in 
offering secret intelligence to men, though generally they are 
unacquainted with that kind of correspondence, as if they had lived in a 
different element from them. 


5. Though my collections were written long before | saw my Lord of 
Tarbett's, yet | am glad that his descriptions and mine correspond so 
nearly. The maid my lord mentions, who saw her image still before her, 
suited with the co-walker named in my account; which though some at 
first thought, might conjecture to be by the refraction of a cloud or mist, 
(again with the mist mentioned before in the part about the 
Tuatha De Danann) as in the parelij (parallelism), (the whole air and 
every drop of water being a mirror to return the species of things, were 
our faculty sharp enough to apprehend them,) 


Comment: That statement goes back to the statement from 
before that ‘nothing moves but what has another animal moving 
on it. Also, this goes back to the Indra’s Net from before, where 
everything is a reflection of everything else, and therefore, 
everything is everything else, or is really just all one big 
Singularity. Read the chapter The Universe is the One Verse in 
Codex Singularity, 
https://www.scribd.com/document/678948729/Codex-Singularity- 


Search-for-the-Prisca-Sapientia. 


This is a statement from Fritjof capra in his book, The Tao of 
Physics (Capra, p. 296), who goes into this concept that everything 
is a reflection of every else, and how it is actual science too: 


In the hadron bootstrap, all particles are dynamically 
composed of one another in a self-consistent way, and in that 
sense can be said to ‘contain’ one another. In Mahayana 
Buddhism, a very similar notion is applied to the whole 
universe. This cosmic network of interpenetrating things and 
events is illustrated in the Avatamsaka Sutra by the 
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metaphor of Indra”s net, a vast network of precious gems 
hanging over the palace of the god Indra. In the words of Sir 
Charles Eliot: In the heaven of Indra, there is said to be a 
network of pearls, so arranged that if you look at one you see 
all the others reflected in it. In the same way each object in 
the world is not merely itself but involves every other object 
and in fact is everything else. ‘In every particle of dust, there 
are present Buddhas without number.’ The similarity of this 
image with that of the hadron bootstrap is indeed striking. 
The metaphor of Indra’s net may justly be called the first 
bootstrap model, created by the Eastern sages some 2,500 
years before the beginning of particle physics. 


or a natural reflection, from the same reasons that an echo can be 
redoubled by airt (direction); yet it were more fallible to impute this 
second sight to a quality infused into the eye by an unction (anointing): 
for witches have a sleepy ointment, that, when applied, troubles their 
fantasies, advancing it to have unusual figures and shapes represented to 
it, as if it were a fit of fanaticism, hypochondriac melancholy 
(hypochondria), or possession of some insinuating spirit, raising the soul 
beyond its common strain, if the palpable instances and realities seen, 
and innocently objected to the senses did not disprove it, make the matter 
a palpable verity, and no deception; yet since this sight can be bestowed 
without ointment, or dangerous compact, the qualification is not of so bad 
an original. Therefore, 


6. By my Lord's good Leave, | perfume to say, that this sight can be no 
quality of the 
air nor of the eyes; because: 


1. such as live in the same air, and find all other things as far off and 
as clearly, yet have not the second sight. 

2. Aseer can give another person this sight transiently, by putting his 
hand and foot in the posture he requires of him. 

3. The unsullied eyes of infants can naturally perceive no new 
unaccustomed objects, but what appear to other men, unless exalted 
and clarified some way, as Balaam's Ass for a time; though ina 
witch’s eye the beholder cannot find his own image reflected, as in 
the eyes of other people; so that defect of objects, as well as 
diversities of the subject, may appear differently on several tempers 
and ages. 

4. Though also some are of so venomous a constitution, by being 
radicated (take root) in envy and malice, that they pierce and kill 
(like a cockatrice) whatever creature they first set their eye on in the 
morning; so was it with Walter Grahame, sometime living in the 
Paroch wherein now | am, who killed his own cow after commending 
its fatness, and shot a hare with his eyes, having praised its 
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swiftness, (such was the infection of an evil eye;) albeit this was 
unusual, yet he saw no object but what was obvious to other men as 
well as to himself. 


5. If being transported to live in another country did obscure the second 
sight, neither the person nor the maid needed be much troubled for her 
self-reflection; a little peregrination (travel by walking), and going from 
her wonted (usual) home, would have salved (soothed) her fear. 
Wherefore, 


7. Since the things seen by the seers are real entities, the presages and 
predictions 

found true, but a few endued (endowed) with this Sight, and those not of 
bad lives, or addicted to malice’s, the true solution of the phenomenon 
seems rather to be, the courteous endeavours of our fellow creatures in 
the invisible world to convince us, (in opposition to Sadducee’s, Socinians, 
and Atheists,) of a deity; of spirits; of a possible and harmless method of 
correspondence betwixt (between) men and them, even 

in this life; of their operation for our caution and warning; of the orders 
and degrees 

of Angels, whereof one order, with bodies of air condensed and curiously 
shaped, may be next to man, superior to him in understanding, yet 
unconfirmed; and of their region, habitation, and influences on man, 
greater than that of stars on inanimate bodies; a knowledge (belike) 
reserved for these last atheistic ages, wherein the profanity of men’s lives 
has debauched and blinded their understanding, as to Moses, Jesus, and 
the prophets, (unless they get convictions from things formerly 

known,) as from the regions of the dead: nor does the ceasing of the 
visions, upon the seer’s transmigration into foreign kingdoms, make his 
lordship's conjecture of the quality of the air and eye a white the more 
probable; but, on the contrary, it confirms greatly my account of an 
invisible people, guardian over and careful of men, who have their 
different offices and abilities in distinct countries, as appears in Dan. 
10:13. viz, about Israel’s, Greece’s, and Peria's assistant princes, whereof 
who so prevails gives dominion and ascension to his pupils and vassals 
over the opposite armies and countries; so that every country and 
kingdom having their topical spirits, or powers assisting and governing 
them, the Scottish seer banished to America, being a stranger there, as 
well to the invisible as to the visible inhabitants, and 

wanting a familiarity of his former correspondents, he could not have the 
favour and 

warnings, by the several visions and predictions which were not to be 
granted to him by these acquaintances and favourites in his own country. 


For if what he were to find that these realities, (as, | have made appear,) 
‘it were too great an honour for Scotland to have such seldom-seen 
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watchers and predominant powers over it alone, acting in it to expressly, 
and all other nations wholly destitute of the like; though, without all 
peradventure, all other people wanted the right key of their cabinet, and 
the exact method of correspondence with them, except the sagacious 
(good judgement) active Scots, as many of them have retained it a long 
time, and by surprises and raptures do often foretell what in kindness is 
really represented to them at several occasions. 


To which purpose the learned lynx-eyed Mr. Baxter, on Rev. 12:7, writing 
of the fight betwixt (between) Michael and the dragon, gives a very 
pertinent note, viz. That he knows not but before any great action 
(especially tragical) is done on Earth, that first. the battle and victory is 
acted and achieved in the air betwixt the good and evil spirits: Thus he, It 
seems these were the men’s guardians; and the like battles are often 
times perceived in a loaft (long time) in the night-time; the event of 
which might easily be represented by someone of the number to a 
correspondent on Earth, as frequently the report of great actions have 
been more swiftly carried to other countries than all the airt (direction) of 
us mortals could possibly dispatch it. 


St. Augustin, on Mark, 9:4, gives no small intimation of this truth, averring 
(stating) that Elias appeared with Jesus on the Mount in his proper body, 
but Moses in an aerial body, assumed like the angels who appeared, and 
had ability to eat with Abraham, though not necessity on the account of 
their bodies. As like the late doctrine of the pre-existence of souls, living in 
aerial vehicles, gives a singular hint of the possibility of the thing, if not a 
direct proof of the whole assertion; which yet moreover may be 
illuminated by diverse other instances of the like nature, and as 
wonderful, besides what is above said. As, 


8. The invisible wights which haunt houses seem rather to be some of our 
subterranean inhabitants, (which appear often to men of the second 
sight,) than evil spirits or devils; because, though they throw great stones, 
pieces of earth and wood, at the inhabitants, they hurt them not at all, as 
if they acted not maliciously, like devils at all, but in sport, like buffoons 
and drolls (humorous quality). All ages have afforded some obscure 
testimonies of it, as Pythagoras in his Doctrine of Transmigration; 
Socrates's daemon that gave him [warning] of future dangers; Plato's 
classing them into various vehiculated species of spirits; Dionysius 
Aerophagia's martialling nine orders of spirits, superior and subordinate; 
the poets 

their borrowing of the philosophers, and adding their own fancies of 
fountain, river, and sea nymphs, wood, hill, and mountain inhabitants, and 
that every place and thing, in cities and countries, had special invisible 
regular gods and governors. 
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Cardan speaks of his father and his seeing the species of his friend, in a 
moonshine night, riding fiercely by his window on a white horse, the very 
night his friend died at a vast distance from him; by which he understood 
that some alteration would suddenly ensue. Cornelius Agrippa, and the 
learned Dr. Mor, have several passages tending that way. The 
noctambulo’s (sleepwalkers) themselves would appear to have some 
foreign joining spirit possessing and supporting them, when they walk on 
deep waters and tops of houses without danger, when asleep and in the 
dark; for it was in no way probable that their apprehension, and strong 
imagination setting the animal spirits to work to move the body, could 
preserve it from sinking in the depth, or falling down head-long, when 
asleep, any more than when awake, the body being 

then as ponderous as before; and it is hard to attribute it to a spirit flatly 
evil and an 

enemy to man, because the noctambulo returns to his own place safe. 
And the most 

furious tribe of the daemons are not permitted by providence to attack 
men so frequently either by night or by day: 


For in our highlands, as there may be many fair ladies of this aerial order, 
which do often tryst (private romantic rendezvous) with lascivious 
(sexual desire) young men, in the quality of succubi (female demons), 
or lightsome paramours (illicit secret lover) and strumpets 
(prostitutes), called Leannain Sith, or familiar spirits 

(in Deuteronomy 18:11); so do many of our highlanders, as if a strangling 
by the nightmare, pressed with a fearful dream, or rather possessed by 
one of our aerial neighbours, rise up fierce in the night, and apprehending 
the nearest weapons, do push and thrust at all persons in the same room 
with them, sometimes wounding their own comrades to death. 


The like whereof fell sadly out within a few miles of me at the writing 
hereof. | add but one instance more, of a very young maid, who lived near 
to my last residence, that in one night learned a large piece of poetry, by 
the frequent repetition of it, from one of our nimble and courteous spirits, 
whereof a part was pious, the rest, superstitious, (for | have a copy of it,) 
and no other person was ever heard to repeat it before, nor was the maid 
capable to compose it of herself. 


9. He demonstrated and made evident to sense this extraordinary vision 
of our Tramontain seers, and what is seen by them, by what is said above, 
many having seen these same spectres and apparitions at once, having 
their entire visive faculties; for non est disputandum de guslu (The direct 
Latin to English translation is: ‘there is no need to discuss the 
guslu. The result that showed up in a search engine also gives 
this meaning: ‘In matters of taste, there can be no disputes’, so 
it’s probably that one. The meaning of it in this context is this: 
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everyone”s individual preferences are subjective opinions that 
cannot be right or wrong; therefore there can be no universal 
truth.) It now remains to show that it is not unsuitable to reason nor the 
Holy Scriptures. 


First, that it is not repugnant to reason, does appear from this, that it is no 
less strange for immortal sparks and souls to come and be immersed into 
gross terrestrial elementary bodies, and be so propagated, so nourished, 
so fed, so clothed as they are, and breathe in such an air and world as is 
prepared for them, then for Hollanders or hollow-cavern inhabitants to live 
and traffic among us, in another 

state of being, without our knowledge. For Raymond de Subinde, in his 3rd 
book, Chap. 12. argues quaintly, that all sorts of living creatures have a 
happy rational polite of their own, with great contentment; which 
government and mutual converse of theirs they all pride and pluim 
(complement) themselves, because it is as unknown to man, as man is 
to them. Much more, that the son of the highest spirit should assume a 
body like ours, convinces all the world that no other thing that is possible 
needs be much wondered at. 


The Manucodiata, or bird of paradise, living in the highest region of the 
air; common birds in the second region; flies and insects in the lowest; 
men and beasts on the Earth's surface; worms, otters, badgers, in waters; 
likewise Hell is inhabited at the centre, and Heaven in the circumference: 
can we then think the middle cavities of the Earth empty? | have seen in 
Weems, (a place in the County of Fyfe, in Scotland,) diverse caves cut out 
as vast temples underground; the like is a County of England; in Malta is a 
cave, wherein stones of a carious cut are thrown in great numbers every 
day; so | have had barbed arrow-heads of yellow flint, that could not be 
cut so small and neat, of so brittle a substance, by all the airt (direction) 
of man. It would seem therefore that these mentioned works were done 
by certain spirits of pure organs, and not by devils, whose continual 
torments could not allow them so much leisure. Besides these, | have 
found five curiosities in Scotland, not much observed to be elsewhere. 


1. The Brounies, who in some families are drudges (people made to do 
menial work), clean the houses and dishes after all go to bed, taking 
with him his portion of food and removing before daybreak. 


2. The mason word, which though some make a mystery of it, | will not 
conceal 

a little of what | know. It is like a Rabbinical tradition, in way of comment 
on Jachin 

and Boaz, the two pillars erected in Solomon's Temple, (1 Kings, 7:21.) 
with an addition of some secret sign delivered from hand to hand, by 
which they know and become familiar one with another. 
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3. This second sight, so largely treated of before. 


4. Charms, and curing by them very many diseases, sometimes by 
transferring the sickness to another. 


5. A being proof of lead, iron, and silver, or a brieve (a chancery writ 
directing trial usually by jury to be made of certain specified 
matters) making men invulnerable. Diverse numbers of our Scottish 
commanders and soldiers have been seen with blue marks only, after they 
were shot with leaden balls; which seems to be an Italian trick, for they 
seem to be a people too curious and magically inclined. 


Finally Irish-men, our northern-Scottish, and our Atholl-men are so much 
addicted to and delighted with harps and music, as if, like King Saul, they 
were possessed with a foreign spirit, only with this difference, that music 
did put Saul's play-fellow to sleep, but aroused and awakened our men, 
vanquishing their own spirits at pleasure, as if they were impotent of its 
powers, and unable to command it; for we have seen some poor beggars 
of them, chattering their teeth for cold, that how soon they saw the fire, 
and heard the harp, leapt through the house like goats and satyrs (excess 
sexual desire in men). 


As there parallel stories in all countries and ages reported of these our 
obscure people, which are no dotages (period where someone is old 
and weak). So is it no more of necessity to us fully to know their beings 
and manner of life, then to understand distinctly the polity (an organized 
society) of the nine orders of angels; or with what oil the lamp of the Sun 
is maintained so long and regularly; or why the Moon is called a great 
luminary in Scripture, while it only appears to be so; or if the Moon be 
truly inhabited, because telescopes discover seas and mountains in it, as 
well as flaming furnaces in the Sun; or why the discovery of America was 
looked on as a fairy tale, and the reporters hooted at as inventors of 
ridiculous utopias (A reference to Sir Francis Bacon’s book called 
New Atlantis), or the first. probable asserters punished as inventors of 
new gods and worlds; or why in England the King cures the struma 
(swelling of the lymph glands) by stroking, and the seventh son in 
Scotland; whether his temperate complexion conveys a balsam, and sucks 
out the corrupting principles by a frequent warm sanative contact, or 
whether the parents of the seventh child put forth a more eminent virtue 
to his production than to all the rest, as being the certain meridian and 
height to which their vigour ascends, and from that forth have a gradual 
declining into a feebleness of the body and its production. And then, 


1. Why is not the 7th son infected himself by that contagion he 
extracts from another? 
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2. How can continual stroking with a cold hand have so strong a 
natural operation, as to exhale all the infections warming corroding 
vapours. 

3. Why may not a 7th daughter have the same virtue? So that it 
appears, albeit, a happy natural constitution concurrent, yet 
something in it above nature. Therefore every age has left some 
secret for its discovery; who knows but this encounter between the 
two kinds of rational inhabitants of the same Earth may be not only 
believed shortly, but as freely entertained, and as well known, as 
now the airt of navigation, printing, limning (drawing or painting), 
riding on saddles with stirrups, and the discoveries of microscopes, 
which were sometimes a great a wonder, and as hard to be 
believed. 


Though | will not be so curious nor so peremptory (insisting on 
obedience) as he who will prove the possibility of the Philosopher’s Stone 
from Scripture, Job 28:1-2, Job 22:24-25; or the plurality of worlds, from 
John 14:2. And Hebrews 11:3; 


Comment: see Appendix 2: The Ancients Were Well Aware of 
Parallel Universes about how religions were well aware of the 
concept parallel worlds 


nor the circulation of blood from Eccles. 12 and 6; nor the talismanic 
direction, from the blind and lame mentioned in 2nd Samuel, 5:6. yet | 
humbly propose these passages which may give some light to our subject 
at least, and show that this polity (form of civil government) and rank 
of people is an impossible thing, nor the modest and innocent scrutiny of 
them impertinent or unsafe. The legion or brigade of spirits (mentioned 
Mark 5:10.) besought our Saviour not to fend them away out of the 
country; which shows they were daemons loci, topical spirits, and peculiar 
superintendents and supervisors assigned to that province. 


And the power over the nations granted (Rev. 2:26) to the conquerors of 
vice and infidelity, sound somewhat to that purpose. Tobit had a daemon 
attending marriage, Chap. 6. verse, 15; and in Matth. 4 and 5, an evil 
Spirit came in a visible shape to tempt our Saviour, who himself denied 
not the sensible appearing of ghosts to our sight, but said, their bodies 
were not composed of flesh and bones, as ours are, Luke 24:39. And in 
Philip 2:10, our very subterraneans are expressly afraid to bow to the 
name of Jesus. Elisha, not intellectually only, but sensibly, saw Gehazi 
when out of the reach of an ordinary view. 


It wants not good evidence that there are more managed by God's spirits, 
good, evil, and intermediate spirits, among men in this world, then we are 
aware of; the good spirits ingesting fair and heroic apprehensions and 
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images of virtue and the divine life, thereby animating us to act for a 
higher happiness, according to our improvement; and relinquishing us as 
strangely upon our neglect, or our embracing the deceitful serene-like 
pictures and representations of pleasures and gain, presented to our 
imaginations by evil and sportful angels, to allure to an unthinking, 
ungenerous, and sensual life; none of them having power to compel us to 
any misdemeanour without our flat consent. 


Moreover, this life of ours being called a warfare, and God's saying that at 
last there will be no peace to the wicked, our busy and silent companions 
also being called Siths (also called Sidhes), or People at Rest and Quiet, 
in respect of us; 


Comment: The concept of rest, or non-action, is extremely 
emphasized in so many different religions all over the world and | 
mentioned it in detail in the Movement Without Moving chapter of 
Codex Singularity. Another thing that is heavily emphasized in 
various religions as well is silence, and this is also talked about at 
length in Coded Singularity, which can be read here: 
https://www.scribd.com/document/678948729/Codex-Singularity- 


Search-for-the-Prisca-Sapientia. These two chapters are quite 
lengthy but it will explain in detail what ‘People at Rest and 
Quiet, in respect of us’ means in a lot of detail. 
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, People at Rest and 
Quiet, inmespect of us 


~ Robert Kirk 


and withal many ghosts appearing to men that want this second sight, in 
the very shapes, and speaking the same language, they did when 
incorporate and alive with us; a matter that is of an old imprescriptible 
(inalienable) tradition, (our highlanders making still a distinction 
between Sluagh Saoghalta and Sluagh Sith, averring (asserting) that the 
souls go to the Sith when dislodged;) many real treasures and murders 
being discovered by souls that pass from among ourselves, or by the 
kindness of these our airy neighbours, none of which spirits can be 
altogether inorganic. 


No less than the conceits about Purgatory, or a state of rescue; the Limbus 
Patrum et Infantum (Catholic belief of the place good people who 
died before Jesus went to), inventions, [which] though misapplied, yet 
are not chimaeras, and altogether groundless. For ab origine (from the 
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origin; where the world Aboriginal - referring to native - comes 
from), it is nothing but blanch (pale) and faint discoveries of this secret 
republic of ours here treated on, and additional fictions of monks doting 
(adoring) and crazed heads, our creed saying that our Saviour descended 
to the invisible place and people. 


And many divinities supposing that the deity appeared in a visible shape 
seen by Adam in the cool of the day, and speaking to him with an audible 
voice. And Jesus, probably by the ministry of invisible attendants, 
conveying more meat of the same kind to the five thousand that was fed 
by him with very few loaves and fishes, (for a new creation it was not.) 
The Ochim and Ziim (howlers and desert creatures), in Isaiah 13: 21- 
22. These satyrs (creatures of intense sexual desire), and doleful 
(cheerless) unknown creatures of islands and deserts, seem to have a 
plain prospect that way. Finally, the eternal happiness enjoyed in the 3rd 
heavens, being more mysterious than most men take it to be. It is nota 
sense wholly adduced to Scripture to say, that this sight, and the due 
objects of it, has some vestige in holy writ, but rather it is modestly 
deduced from it. 


11. It only now remains to answer the obvious objections against the 
reality and lawfulness of this speculation. 


Question 1. How do you salve the second sight from compact (compact 
meaning a legal agreement) and witchcraft ? 


Answer. Though this correspondence with the intermediate unconfirmed 
people (betwixt Man and Angel) be not ordinary to all of us who are 
superterraneans (opposite of subterraneans), yet this sight falling on 
some people by accident, and its being co-natural to others from their 
birth, the derivation of it cannot always be wicked. A too great curiosity, 
indeed, to acquire any unnecessary airt (direction), may be 
blameworthy; but however diverse the Secret Commonwealth maybe, by 
permission, discover themselves as innocently to us, who are in another 
state, as some of us men do to fishes, which are in another element, when 
we plunge and dive into the bottom of the seas, their native region; and in 
the process of time we 

may come to converse as familiarly with these nimble and agile clans (but 
with greater pleasure and profit,) as we do now with the Chino's Antipodes 
(Chino is Spannish for Chinese and an antipode is the exact 
opposite end of the Earth from the point you’re on). 


Comment: Read the Shoreless Seas chapter in Codex Singularity; 
it demonstrates that the ancients believed that reality really is 
like a sea: https://www.scribd.com/document/678948729/Codex- 


Singularity-Search-for-the-Prisca-Sapientia. Mark Twain, in his 
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book, The Mysterious Stranger, compares a great spirit to being 
an elephant, and a small, insignificant spider to being a human. 
From The Mysterious Stranger: 


The elephant lives a century, the red spider a day; in power, 
intellect, and dignity the one creature is separated from the 
other by a distance which is simply astronomical. Yet in 
these, as in all qualities, man is immeasurably further below 
me than is the wee spider below the elephant.” 


Question 2. Are they subject to vice, lusts? Passion, and injustice, as we 
who live 
on the surface of the Earth? 


Answer: The seers tell us that there wandering aerial people have not 
such an impetus and fatal tendency to any vice as men, as not being 
drenched into so gross and dreg bodies as we, but yet are in an imperfect 
state, and some of them making better essays for heroic actions than 
others; having the same measures of virtue and vice as we, and still 
expecting advancement to a higher and more splendid state of life. One of 
them is stronger than many men, yet do not incline to hurt Mankind, 
except by commission for a gross misdemeanour, as the destroying angel 
of 

Egypt, and the Assyrians, Exod. 12:29, 2 Kings 10:35. 


They haunt most where is most barbaric; and therefore our ignorant 
ancestors, to prevent the insults of that strange people, used as rude and 
course a remedy; such as exorcisms, donations, and vows: But no sooner 
than the true piety prevail in any place, it did not put the inhabitants 
beyond the reach and authorities of these subtle inferior co-inhabitants 
and colleagues of ours: The Father of all spirits, and the person himself, 
having the only command of his soul and actions, a concurrence they may 
have to what is virtuously done; for upon the committing of a foul deed, 
one will find a demure (reserved or modest) upon his soul, as if his 
cheerful colleague had deserted him. 


Question 3: Do these airy tribes procreate? If so, how are they nourished, 
and at 
what period of time do they die? 


Answer: Supposing all spirits to be created at once in the beginning, souls 
to pre-exist and to circle about into several states of probation; to make 
them either totally inexcusable, or perfectly happy against the last day, 
solves all the difficulties. But in every deed, and in speaking suitably to 
the nature of things, there is no more absurdity for a spirit to inform an 
infant in a body of airs, than a body composed of dull and drossy 


47 


(worthless) Earth; the bet of spirits have always delighted more to 
appear into aerial, than into terrestrial bodies. They feed most what on 
quintessences (most refined substance, such as the 5* element in 
Alchemy), and aethereal essences. The pith and spirits only of women's 
milk feed their children, being artificially conveyed, (as air and oil sink into 
our bodies,) to make them vigorous and fresh. 


And this shorter way of conveying a pure aliment, (without the usual 
digestions,) by transfusing it, and transpiring through the pores into the 
veins, arteries, and vessels that supply the body, is nothing more absurd, 
than an infant's being fed by the navel before it is born, or than a plant, 
which grows by attracting a lively juice from the Earth through many small 
roots and tendons, whose courser parts be adapted and made co-natural 
to the whole, does quickly coalesce by the ambient cold; and so are 
condensed and baked up into a confirmed wood in the one, and solid body 
of the flesh and bone in the other. 


A notion which, if entertained and approved, may show that the late 
invention of soaking and transfusing (not blood, but) aethereal virtual 
spirits, may be useful both for nourishment and health, whereof is a 
vestige in the damnable practise of evil angels, their sucking of blood and 
Spirits out of witches’ bodies (till they drew them into a deformed and dry 
leanness,) to feed their own vehicles withal, leaving what we call the 
‘witches mark’ behind; a spot that | have seen, as a small mole, horny, 
and brown coloured; through which mark, when a large brass pin was 
thrust (both in the buttocks, nose, and roof of the mouth,) till it bowed and 
become crooked, the witches, both men and women, neither felt a pain, 
nor did bleed, nor knew the precise time when this was done to them, 
(there eyes only being covered.) 


Now the air being a body as well as Earth, no reason can be given why 
there may not be particles of more vivific (imparting) spirit formed of it 
for procreation, then is possible to be of Earth, which takes more time and 
pains to rarify and ripen it, before it can come to have a prolific virtue. And 
if our aping darlings did not thus procreate, there whole number would be 
exhausted after a considerable space of time. 


For though they are of more refined bodies and intelligence than we, and 
of far less heavy and corruptive humours (the historical meaning of 
humours were the four chief liquids in the body that govern a 
person’s physical and mental qualities, according to their 
proportions), (which cause a dissolution,) yet many of their lives being 
dissonant to right reason and their own laws, and their vehicles not being 
wholly free of lust and passion, especially of the more spiritual and 
haughty (arrogantly superior) sins they pass (after a long healthy life) 
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into one orb and receptacle fitted for their degree, till they come under 
the general cognizance of the last day. 


Question 4: Does the acquiring of this second sight make any change on 
the acquirers body, mind, or actions? 


Answer: All uncouth sights enfeebles the seer. Daniel, though familiar with 
divine visions, yet fell frequently down without strength, when dazzled 
with a power which had the ascendant of, and passed on him beyond his 
comprehension, Chap. 10:8-17. So our seer is put in a rapture, transport, 
and sort of death, as divested of his body and all its senses, when he is 
first made participant of this curious piece of knowledge: But it makes no 
wramp (twisting) or strain in the understanding of any; only to the 
fancies of clownish or illiterate men, it creates some affreightments 
(fright) and disturbances, because of the strongness of the visions, and 
their unacquaintedness with them. And as for their life, the persons 
endued with this rarity are, for the most part, candid, honest, and sociable 
people. If any of them be subject to immoralities, this obstruse skill is not 
to be blamed for it; for unless they themselves be the tempters, the 
colonies of the invisible plantations, with which they inter-commune, do 
provoke them by no villainy or malice, neither at their first acquaintance 
nor after a long familiarity. 


Question: Does not Satan interpose in such cases by many subtle 
unthought insinuations, as to him who let the fly, or familiar, go out of the 
box, and yet found the fly of his own putting in, as serviceable as the 
other would have been? 


Answer. The goodness of the life, and deigns of the ancient prophets and 


seers, was 
one of the best proofs of their mission. 
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Appendix 1: The Illusion of 
Distance 


This expands upon Robert Kirk’s statement about Jesus developing the 
Second Sight when the Devil show Jesus all the nations of the world at 
once, mentioned on page 19 of this book, ‘the Devil undertakes to give 
even Jesus a sight of all nations, and the finest things in the world, at one 
glance, though in their natural situations and stations at a vast distance 
from other.’ 


As God is omnipresent in the cosmos but 
1S undisturbed by its variety, so man, who 
as a soul is individualized Spirit, must learn 


to participate in this cosmic drama with a 
perfectly poised and equilibrated mind. 


¬ 
Paramahansa Yogananda 


There's a cryptic passage in the Corpus Hermeticum XI that says: 


Consider this for yourself: command your soul to travel to India, and 
it will be there faster than your command. Command it to cross over 
to the ocean, and again it will quickly be there, not as having passed 
from place to place but simply as being there. 


If distance doesn't exist then there is no travel, there is only being there 
as the Corpus Hermeticum says. If everything in the Universe is the centre 
of the Universe, then this passage from the Corpus Hermeticum makes 
more sense. The circle is the distance, and the soul exists in the dot, so it 
is already there anywhere in the empty dot that surrounds the dot. 


This means that the soul doesn't need to travel anywhere, because it is 
already there, in fact, it was there before any travel was ever 
contemplated. Instead, the person's consciousness needs to travel from 
the circumference to the point, reducing time, speed, and distance until 
they are at zero. This is the purpose of meditation in essence. 


Chuang Tzu (Tzu, p. 14) likewise has a passage that has the same meaning 
as what The Hermetica said: 
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Don't be going from anywhere to 
anywhere. Here is where it is! 


This passage from the Buddhist Avatamsaka Sutra (Cleary, pp. 2192- 
2193) says very clearly that an enlightened person is not subject to 
distance: 


This is the abode of those who have dropped all attachments to the 
world yet appear in the abodes of all beings in order to develop them 
to maturity; those who are not attached to any land but travel in all 
lands in the service of buddhas, those who travel in all lands to 
encompass the arrangement of all buddha-lands, without leaving 
where they are ... those who are physically present in all worldly 
realms without being cut off from the realm of reality; those who vow 
to remain in the world for all time without dwelling on the idea of long 
or short periods (think of the one frame of space in the movie reel 
example covering the entirety of the time of the movie reel, and thus 
becoming a Singularity); those who appear in all worlds without 
moving from one spot. 


Lastly the Avatamsaka Sutra (Cleary, p. 2201) has this passage about 
how distance is an illusion for the enlightened: 


Those of vast perception here 
Instantly gain access to 

Eons, lands, and buddha-names, 
Throughout measureless eons. 


Here they enter infinite eons 

In a single thought, (It’s not just distance that collapses, but time 
too!) 

Free of false ideas, 

By control of thoughts of the world. 


Here, in the abode of concentration, 
They see past, present, and future, 
Pinpointed on each instant, 

As they roam in the palace of liberation. 


While here in this abode, 

Sitting cross-legged, without disappearing 
They simultaneously appear 

In all lands, everywhere. 


Imagine a world created in the mind. The person who has imagined the 


world is present in all parts of it at once, but, at the same time is nowhere 
present. The person who has imagined the world doesn't need to travel 
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anywhere in it because they are already here, there, and everywhere in it 
and not in it. 


There's a quote saying, ‘No matter where you go, there you are,’ which is 
hard to find the original source for, but it's a good quote. The 
consciousness of the individual, the soul, is the point that exists 
everywhere in the Universe, as The Hermetica stated. Travel for the soul 
is an illusion because the Universe the soul travels in is itself an illusion or 
projection. 


The third temptation that Jesus was subjected to in Matthew 4 offers him 
every dictator's dream which is to rule the world. But this has hidden 
meaning in it as well that no one sees. The very high mountain represents 
the connection between the physical and spiritual worlds, and this is what 
a mountain represents in the Tarot, it's where the gods lived in ancient 
Greece and it is where Jesus prayed in the walking on water story. The 
devil is taking Jesus up the mountain to go beyond time and space so that 
he can show Jesus all the world's kingdoms. People assume the devil 
showed him some kind of vision of the kingdoms of the world but this 
passage does not say that the devil showed Jesus a vision of all the 
kingdoms, it says that he saw them all directly with his own eyes. If he 
was shown a vision, why not stay at ground level? How is being shown all 
the kingdoms of the world possible? There is no distance, it is an illusion. 
Jesus was already there, in every kingdom in the world because distance 
is an illusion. That is how the devil could show him all the kingdoms of the 
physical world at once. Jesus telling the devil to be gone is him rejecting 
his lower nature and the false splendour of the physical world and at this 
point, he is born again and ready to start his ministry. The centre of the 
Universe is the only thing that exists and by being at the centre, Jesus was 
everywhere at once. 


This idea that the devil is above beyond time and space also turns up ina 
book called The Mysterious Stranger, by Mark Twain, where the devil is 
able to take children, he had met in other parts of the world (Twain, p. Start 
of chapter 9 ) 


It was wonderful, the mastery Satan had over time and distance. For 
him they did not exist. He called them human inventions, and said 
they were artificialities. We often went to the most distant parts of 
the globe with him, and stayed weeks and months, and yet were 
gone only a fraction of a second, as a rule. You could prove it by the 
clock. 


The Hindu book, called The Tripura Rahasya, has a paragraph that also 
has someone taken up to the top of a mountain and seeing many 
different lands at once. Not only that, but it also clearly describes the 
phenomenon of time dilation, where time slows down dramatically. 
Clearly, he experienced maximum space and virtually no time. 
(Venkataramaiah, p. 106): 
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He went up to the summits of the Himalayas with the saint and was 
shown the whole region and also the earth. Again endowed with 
powerful eyesight, he was able to see far-off lands and discovered 
other worlds besides this one. In the distant worlds there was 
darkness prevailing in some places; the earth was gold in some; there 
were oceans and island continents traversed by rivers and 
mountains; there were the heavens peopled by Indra and the Gods, 
the asuras, human beings, the rakshasas and other races of 
celestials. He also found that the saint had divided himself as Brahma 
in Satyaloka, as Vishnu in Vaikunta, and as Siva in Kailasa, while all 
the time he remained as his original-self, the king ruling in the 
present world. The king was struck with wonder on seeing the yogic 
power of the saint. The sage’s son said to him: This sightseeing has 
lasted only a single day according to the standards prevailing here, 
whereas twelve thousand years have passed by in the world you are 
used to. So let us return to my father. 


The same book a few pages later says something very similar about 
distance and time being illusions (Venkataramaiah, p. 114): 
Then he continued: Look, O King! The circuit of the hill is hardly two 
miles and a half and yet you have seen a universe within it. Is it real 
or false? Is it a dream or otherwise? What has passed as a day in that 
land, has counted for twelve thousand years here. 


Time dilation (the slowing down of time) will be covered in extensive 
detail in the chapter Time Dilation and How to Understand Why it 
Happens. 


There are other parts of the New Testament that suggest that distance is 
an illusion, such as Jesus Christ appearing before his disciples out of 
nowhere after he was resurrected. In The Book of Revelation there is this 
interesting quote, ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds,’ and ‘every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him’; and all peoples on earth ‘will 
mourn because of him.’ So shall it be! Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.’ The statement that every eye will see him doesn't mean 
everyone will watch him live on TV. It means that everyone will be 
watching him in person, right in front of them for the same reason that 
Jesus could see all the world's kingdoms. The statement that even those 
soldiers who pierced him and have been dead for 2000 years will see him 
clearly suggests that this event is happening in a higher realm above time 
and space. The clouds represent the barrier between the higher and lower 
worlds that block out the higher realm's light. When it says that ‘every eye 
will see him,’ it isn't talking about the eyes, but the eye. In other words, 
the All-Seeing Eye. The last statement, ‘who is, and who was, and who is 
to come,’ clearly states that time and space have no significance to God. 
This statement is similar to what God said in Genesis ‘Before the world 
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was, | am.’ God is in the centre and is the centre where there is no time, 
speed, or distance. 


A passage in the Gospel of Thomas speaks directly about Jesus being 
omnipresent: ' It is | who am the light which is above them all. It is | who 
am the all. From me did the all come forth, and unto me did the all 
extend. Split a piece of wood, and | am there. Lift up the stone, and you 
will find me there.’ He sounds like he's saying he's the Big Bang, right? If 
that centre is still there, he would be omnipresent in everything that 
exists. 


That statement from the Gospel of Thomas echoes one from Psalm 139, 
‘Where can I go from Your Spirit; or where can | flee from Your presence? 
If | ascend to heaven, You are there. If | make my bed in Sheol, You are 
there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If | dwell in the remotest part of the 
sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right hand will lay hold 
of me.’ 


Interestingly, science itself says that it is possible to observe the entire 
Universe from one place, but that place requires being in the innermost 
layer surrounding a Black Hole, as in being in the presence of a Singularity 
that collapses space and time. This video (Petrov) states that the Photon 
Ring of a Black Hole reflects the entire Universe and if someone was in 
this ring they would literally become an All Seeing Eye. Seeing all the 
world's kingdoms at once is considered mythology, but seeing the entire 
Universe is apparently science. 


In addition to being able to see the Universe someone in the Photon Ring 
would also be able to simultaneously see themselves from all angles at 
once because of the way that light orbits near the Event Horizon. 


Another interesting thing about a Black Hole is that if one was to fall into it 
and look up, he would see the Universe shrinking into a point as is shown 
at 47 minutes in this video. It's almost like the Black Hole is undoing the 
illusion of inflation that the Universe is. At this point, the circle of reality 
that is the Universe has shrunk back into a point. 


It is said that God is omnipresent, meaning he is everywhere at once. But 
to suggest that he is everywhere in the Universe suggests that he is finite 
and is kept in the Universe's boundary, whatever that is. It is better to say 
that there is no distance because that would mean that God isn't within 
any boundary whatsoever and this overcomes any logical problem with 
being so massive in the first place. 


A good way to say that God is everywhere is to say that he is nowhere 
since he occupies the Nothing. In other words, God is both omnipresent 
and nowhere present. Is someone present in their own thoughts in the 
world they imagine in their mind? 
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Another passage in Corps Hermeticum XI states that in order to 
understand God one must be equal to God and that means being 
omnipresent in all time and space: 


Unless you make yourself equal to god, you cannot understand god; 
like is understood by like. Make yourself grow to immeasurable 
immensity, outleap all body, outstrip all time, become eternity and 
you will understand god. Having conceived that nothing is impossible 
to you, consider yourself immortal and able to understand 
everything, all art, all learning, the temper of every living thing. Go 
higher than every height and lower than every depth. Collect in 
yourself all the sensations of what has been made, of fire and water, 
dry and wet; be everywhere at once, on land, in the sea, in heaven; 
be not yet born, be in the womb, be young, old, dead, beyond death. 
And when you have understood all these at once - times, places, 
things, qualities, quantities - then you can understand god. 


If that seems too hard then become present in the void that lies 
underneath all time and space and everything contained in them and that 
way, it will be a lot easier to understand God. 


The Universe started as energy after the Big Bang and is still just tightly 
compacted energy. Now, if there is no distance then that would mean that 
all the energy potential of the Universe is contained in the smallest 
possible distance, called the Planck Density, and accessing this would give 
access to the entire energy potential of the Universe. In fact, everywhere 
in the Universe is an endless reservoir of all the energy potential of the 
Universe if one could reduce time and space to zero and access all the 
free energy it. 


Quantum Entanglement is clear evidence of there being a lack of distance 
in the Universe because it is saying that two particles, no matter how 
distant they are, can influence each other right away meaning that the 
signal or communication between them would be many thousands of 
times the speed of light which is impossible. Physics explains this away 
with the Super Determination theory where the behaviour of all particles 
in the Universe is decided in advance. These concepts are explained in 
this video really well. The problem with predetermination is that there 
isn't hard evidence for it, and it creates the philosophical problem of being 
no freedom or free will in the Universe. The people who believe this really 
cannot think outside of the box and consider that maybe particles can 
warp speed to any part of the Universe, or just punch a hole in space and 
time. 


As explained in the chapter Zero is The Only Number That Exists in Non- 
Existence zero lies underneath every single number and likewise the 
potential for emptiness that a Black Hole exists everywhere in the 
Universe. This would mean that entangled particles could access or be 
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part of the emptiness, that underlies all space and time. This is something 
that is not yet understood. 


If Man could do this principle of reducing the distance to zero, then he 
could communicate or even travel faster than the speed of light. There 
would be well and truly no barriers to progress anymore. This would also 
mean if there were extra-terrestrials, and they could travel through 
interstellar space then they wouldn't be using radio signals but 
communicating in a way that was so quick that time becomes 
meaningless. 


One way to understand how distance can be an illusion in a modern 
scientific sense is to compare time and space to a movie reel. Imagine if a 
frame becomes bigger, it takes up more of the spiral of time of the total 
reel. If the frame encompasses the entire movie reel, then it contains all 
of the spiral of time in it and time no longer has to be in motion because it 
is no longer split up and separated. But at this point, the frame can't go 
any faster or bigger because it has become the totality of the Everything 
and the Nothing of the reality of the whole. As a frame brings in more of 
the spiral of time, more gravity is also brought in because time causes 
gravity. There isn't an increase in total gravity, it's just that the frame is 
accessing more of the gravity. This would mean that the gravity in a Black 
Hole is exactly the same as that of the Universe itself. The point is that 
time and space as a square and circle are exactly the same in reality, but 
only appear separate. That one square of space that occupies all of time is 
a Singularity and anyone who occupies the Singularity is already here, 
there, and everywhere in the Universe and doesn't need to move 
anywhere either. 


These quotes show an agreement between ancient mysticism and modern 
particle science on the two subjects of movement without moving and 
omnipresence - or distance being an illusion. This ancient quote is from 
the Upanishads (Upanishads ) and this is what it says: 


It moves. It moves not. It is far, and It is near. It is within all this, And 
It is outside of all this. 


The second quote, from modern science, is from Robert Oppenheimer: 


If we ask, for instance, whether the position of the electron remains 
the same, we must Say ‘no’; if we ask whether the electron’s position 
changes with time, we must Say ‘no’; if we ask whether the electron 
is at rest, we must Say ‘no’; if we ask whether it is in motion, we must 
say ‘no’. 


This is a quote from this video called The Universe is Not Made up of 
Particles which states: 
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Particles are actually not what the world is made of! We talk about 
that. We use that all the time. And so when we talk about the Higgs 
Boson, it's a particle, it's a boson, which is as you will see is one of 
two major kinds of particles. However, that's just short of a sloppy 
approximation to the true underlying reality. Our modern idea - the 
idea that is centrally important to modern physics - is that the world 
is not made of particles but it's made of fields. A field, unlike a 
particle, is soread out everywhere throughout the universe. It's a 
number at every point in space and time. A particle has a location, 
but a field is spread out everywhere and is vibrating, it's changing its 
value. 


The thing that makes up everything is omnipresent, and this thing 
vibrates at particular frequencies to create the happenings called Particles 
that create the illusions of things. A Quantum Field that creates a particle 
of one kind in one part of the Universe is exactly the same as a Quantum 
Field in a totally different part of the Universe that creates that same kind 
of particle. It is truly omnipresent. 

As The Tao of Physics (Capra, p. 208 ) explains, matter and space and time 
are one and the same thing, even though it appears that matter is visible, 
and the fabric of space and time are invisible: 


In general relativity, the two concepts of matter and space can no 
longer be separated. Wherever there is a massive body, there will 
also be a gravitational field, and this field will manifest itself as the 
curvature of the space surrounding that body. We must not think, 
however, that the field fills the space and ‘curves’ it. The two cannot 
be distinguished; the field is the curved space! In general relativity, 
the gravitational field and the structure, or geometry, of space are 
identical. They are represented in Einstein’s field equations by one 
and the same mathematical quantity. In Einstein’s theory, then, 
matter cannot be separated from its field of gravity, and the field of 
gravity cannot be separated from the curved space. Matter and space 
are thus seen to be inseparable and interdependent parts of a single 
whole. 


Think of the particle as being one end or the other of the frequency and 
the Quantum Field as being the invisible centre upon which that frequency 
vibrates around. That invisible centre is everywhere in the Universe, but 
the particle exists in a particular place in space and time. There’s a 
wonderful quote from Nikola Tesla that says, ‘If you want to find the 
secrets of the universe, think in terms of energy, frequency, and 
vibration.’ 


As this page has shown ancient sources seemed to have a very advanced 
understanding of modern physics in an age where such an understanding 
could not have existed. Were these ancient religions from the East and 
West tapping into some kind of antediluvian science that had somehow 
trickled down through the millennia throughout the ancient world? The 
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ancient religions really hit the nail on the head with the two subjects of 
movement without moving and omnipresence. 


The final word about time and space being illusions goes to Zen master 
Daito, ‘We were parted many thousands of ages ago, yet we have not 
been separated even for a moment. We are facing each other all day long, 
yet we have never met’. 
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Appendix 2: The Ancients Were 
Well Aware of the Concept of 
Multiverses and Higher 
Dimensions 


This will heavily expand on the statement about the plurality of worlds 
mentioned by Robert Kirk on page 35. This appendix is useful for 
understanding how beings can exist without existing on our plain of 
existence and is useful for any understanding of angels, demons, faeries - 
whatever entity you can think of. Science readily rejects mythical beings 
of any kind, but at the same time readily accepts the possibility of other 
dimensions and wormholes between them. 


Multi-Universes in Buddhism 


You may think that the concept of parallel Universes and higher 
dimensions are a relatively recent concept invented by Theoretical 
Physics and Science Fiction, but that’s not the case at all. As will be 
demonstrated now, the ancients - particularly the Buddhists - had a good 
understanding of this as well. We are really only just catching up to what 
was already known about for millennia. 


This is the statement from the Avatasamka Sutra (Mynne, The Faery Way) 
that was referred to by Hugh Myne, and it is quite interesting to read: 


The Indescribable—Indescribable turning permeates what cannot be 
described... It would take infinity to count all the Buddha's universes. 
In each dust mote of these worlds are countless worlds and 
Buddhas... From the tip of each hair of Buddha's body are revealed 
pure lands that cannot be described... Nor can their wonders, glories, 
names and beauties. 


Notice that is says ‘Indescribable turning permeates’ indescribable worlds. 
This goes back the Universe being like a clock with a large wheels turning 
countless smaller ones. This passage from the Avatasamka Sutra 
definitely agrees that there are other worlds, with other beings capable of 
cognitive thought. The statement that each dust and hair are countless 
worlds could be understood by what was stated in the chapter about 
omnipresence is that that there is no distance, meaning that everywhere 
could be a gateway to another plane of existence. The soul doesn't travel 
from place to place, because it is in a state of rest, it is just there as The 
Hermetica stated and this is how each dust and hair are countless worlds. 


There’s a similar statement in the same book (Cleary, p. 204): 
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lf you observe the Buddha for countless ages 

You won't apprehend even the extent of one hair— 
The Buddha”s boundless doors of techniques 
Illumine inconceivably many fields. 


If each hair is an entire Universe then of course you would never be 
able to comprehend even one of Buddha’s countless hairs! | should 
bring up part of the Ode to the Singularity that was at the start of this 
book: 


God is here God is there 
God is everywhere. 
Omnipresent in Time and Space 
yet none can see his face. 
Unless one become the All and 
makes the Universe so small. 


Andrew Chumbley, in his book One The Grimoire of the Golden Toad 
(Chumbley, One) promoted the idea that an insignificant speck of dust, that 
nobody would take any notice of whatsoever can contain entire worlds, 


...each step and orbit of a million unseen worlds, hid' deep within 
each mote and speck. 


In the book called The Symbolism of the Tarot, by P. D. Ouspensky, there 
is this quote that expresses the same sentiment, "for if the Name of God 
be really in all (if God be present in all), all should be analogous to each 
other—the smallest particle analogous to the whole, the speck of dust 
analogous to the universe, and all analogous to God." 


D. T. Suzuki makes a similar quote, mentioned at the start of The Flower 
Ornament Scripture, also called Avatamsaka Sutra (Cleary): 


...one will finally come to a realization of the truth that even ina 
particle of dust the whole universe is seen reflected—not this visible 
universe only, but a vast system of universes, conceivable by the 
highest minds only. 


This view is backed up by statements like these in the Avatamsaka 
Sutra (Cleary, p. 684): 


Countless, boundless lands They cause to enter at once into one 
atom, which is able to contain all unhindered: Those of boundless 
thought travel this path. 


Another statement like that one appears at this place (Cleary, p. 686) 
too: 
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To all lands in the cosmos, countless, 

They can travel by projection, 

Their bodies most subtle, beyond comparison: 
This is the path of peerless action. 


Buddha-lands are boundless and countless; 
There are infinite Buddhas therein: 
Enlightening beings appear before them all, 
Attending, providing, engendering respect. 


Enlightening beings can, with a single body, 

Enter concentration, become poised in stillness, (Movement without 
moving reduces time and space to a Singularity.) 

And cause that body to appear as countless bodies 

Each rising from concentration. 


This was elaborated in extensive detail in previous chapters. As that 
passage suggests collapsing the Universe into a Singularity is the true 
way that the enlightened travel. This is travelling as The Speed of 
Already There! 


Yet more passages from this book really reinforces the idea that entire 
Universes can fit in a tiny thing, like a pore (Cleary, pp. 1670-1671): 


They place myriad lands on a hairtip 

And for trillions of eons, 

Holding innumerable lands in their palms, (‘To see a World in a Grain 
of Sand And a Heaven in a Wild Flower Hold Infinity in the palm of 
your hand And Eternity in an hour’ - William Blake.) 


Go everywhere, without fatigue, 


Then return and place them in their former locations, 
Unbeknownst to the beings therein. 


Enlightening beings place all lands, 
Variously arrayed, 

In a single pore 

And show them as they really are. 


Also in one pore 

They contain all oceans 

Without increase or decrease in the oceans 
And without injuring sentient beings. 


Numberless iron mountains 
They pick up and crush to dust, 
Place each mote in one land, 
Using up every particle, 
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Then take that number of lands 

And reduce them to particles too: (Is this talking about collapsing 
time and space?) 

The number of these particles might be known, 

But the knowledge of enlightening beings cannot be measured. 


Through one pore 
They radiate infinite light beams 


A modern Physicist, Brian Greene, echoes the same sentiment with this 
quote: 


Look at this piece of wire. Now, from very far away this wire would 
look like it's one-dimensional. And that, for instance, if a little ant was 
living on it, you'd say that it can move left and right along the wire, 
but that's it. There's only one possibility. But then, as you get closer 
to the wire, you realize that there's a second curled-up circular 
dimension, the circular girth of the wire. And therefore, our 
microscopic ant can not only go back and forth it can also walk 
around the wire - a second curled-up dimension. Now, what the idea 
is, according to string theory, is that the fabric of the Universe is 
much like this piece of wire and that there are the familiar dimensions 
that you referred to: left, right, back, forth, up and down, and also 
time. But there can be additional dimensions that are tightly curled 
up like the circular girth of the wire and are so small that we haven't 
seen them yet, because we don't have sufficient magnifying 
instruments to actually peer down into the nooks and crannies of the 
Spatial fabric and see these extra dimensions. 


The quote from Liber Nigri Solis should be brought up in reference to this 
idea because it poetically puts how a speck can contain entire worlds 
(Marlan, p. 32): 


Open are all the ways beyond the circumference of the point. 
Open are all the ways within its centre. 

Between them shines the dark radiance of the blackest light 
Illuminating with blackest radiance the shining darkness. 

Open are all the centres within its ways. 

Beyond are all the points which open the way to its circumference. 


That quote is so good it will be mentioned elsewhere in this book. 

In the Avatamsaka Sutra (Capra, p. 293) from Buddhism, there is a story 
about a pilgrim called Sudhana and his mystical experience that sounds a 
lot like it’s describing many parallel worlds and Universes that all exist 
side by side in harmony with each other: 


The Tower is as wide and spacious as the sky itself. The ground is 
paved with (innumerable) precious stones of all kinds, and there are 
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within the Tower linnumerable) palaces, porches, windows, 
staircases, railings, and passages, all of which are made of the seven 
kinds of precious gems... 


And within this Tower, spacious and exquisitely ornamented, there 
are also hundreds of thousands . . . of towers, each one of which is as 
exquisitely ornamented as the main Tower itself and as spacious as 
the sky. And all these towers, beyond calculation in number, stand 
not at all in one another’s way; each preserves its individual 
existence in perfect harmony with all the rest; there is nothing here 
that bars one tower being fused with all the others individually and 
collectively; there is a state of perfect intermingling and yet of 
perfect orderliness. Sudhana, the young pilgrim, sees himself in all 
the towers as well as in each single tower, where all is contained in 
one and each contains all. 


The last line of clearly says that Sudhana is simultaneously in one place 
and every other place at once - as in distance is an illusion - and that 
everything, represented as the towers, is just one thing. 


Each tower is a Universe, containing many worlds, and an enlightened being can see all 
of them. Image generated by Al. 


There’s also this one from the Avatamsaka Sutra (Thurman, p. 135) as well: 
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...the Buddha is surrounded by an enormous host of visitors, many 
from other universes, who sit in flower towers thousands of miles 
high, flown at more than warp speed across the reaches of space 
from worlds beyond as many worlds as there are grains of sand in 
sixty-two Ganges riverbeds. The towers are arranged in the cardinal 
directions, intermediate quarters, and at the zenith and nadir ina 
classical mandala formation. During the teaching, Shakyamuni 
Buddha now and then transforms himself into the sapphire-blue 
Vairochana, radiating magic light rays from his forehead that 
temporarily bestow on each member of the audience the intensely 
accelerated vision of all their past life experiences and all their future 
life attainments, up to and including attainment of perfect 
buddhahood in a future universe and performance of buddha deeds 
for the sake of all beings. At the end of the teaching, the Bodhisattva 
Maitreya introduces the hero of the tale, the pilgrim-seeker Sudhana, 
a banker’s son, into the magical tower of Vairochana. There Sudhana 
beholds the entire evolutionary history of Maitreya from a self- 
centreed, unenlightened being to a functioning buddha. 


At the same time, the panorama unfolds in infinite resonant 
variations in every atom of the universe, each containing infinite 
micro-universes, which contain infinite worlds where infinite living 
Sudhanas enter infinite Vairochana towers and behold infinite 
evolutionary panoramas of infinite living Maitreyas. 


The Kabbala has a very similar concept to this concept as well in the form 
of Adam Kadmon, described by Stanton Marlan in The Black Sun (Marlan, p. 
103): 


As Jewish mysticism developed, especially in Lurianic kabbala, the 
attempt to imagine the divine took shape in the image of the 
Primordial Man, Adam Kadmon, who began to be imagined in bodily 
form. The body of Adam Kadmon is considered to comprise ten 
sefirot, a kind of infrastructure of fundamental archetypes linking 
God, human beings, and the world. Sometimes the configuration of 
these structures is imagined in the form of a tree and at other times 
as comprising the structure of primordial humans. 


This superhuman can exist in many different worlds at the same time as 
described on the next page of the same book: 


From this head, a white light is said to “illuminate a hundred 
thousand worlds. ... The length of His face is three hundred and 
seventy thousand worlds. He is called the Long-Face, for this is the 
name of the ancient of ancients." 


If at the beginning of space and time, that is, the beginning of the 


Universe, all parallel Universes and the worlds they contain were all 
together as the One-Verse, then someone who exists at that beginning 
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would simultaneously exist in many different worlds at once. Remember 
the lack of distance talked about before and how the soul is already here, 
there, and everywhere at once, as described by The Hermetica? That 
omnipresence can include being present in other Universes as well! 


There are two passages in the Bhavagad Gita (Krishna) that speak of a 
hyper-dimensional being, an omnipresent being, who is above space and 
time, which is a similar concept to Adam Kadmon: 


Page 85: The Blessed Lord said, ‘Behold, O Arjuna, My forms by the 
hundreds and thousands, of different sorts, divine and of various 
colours and shapes!’ 


Page 87: ‘I see Thee of boundless form on every side, with many 
arms, stomachs, mouths and eyes; neither the end nor the middle 
nor also the beginning do | see, O Lord of the universe, O Cosmic 
Form!’ 


The German philosopher Wilhelm Neilbniz made an interesting quote 
about every part of anything being or containing, everything else: 


Each portion of matter may be conceived of as a garden full of plants, 
and as a pond full of fishes. But each branch of the plant, each 
member of the animal, each drop of its humors, is also such a garden 
or such a pond. (This quote is very reminiscent of that quote from 
Robert Kirk, mentioned before, how every animal has another animal 
living on it.) 


There are some other interesting quotes from Wilhelm Neilbniz, in his 
book The Monadology, that talk about how everything in the Universe, 
even the most insignificant mote of dust, reflects the entire Universe: 


This interconnection or accommodation of all created things to each 
other, and each to all the others, brings it about that each simple 
substance has relations that express all the others, and consequently, 
that each simple substance is a perpetual, living mirror of the 
universe. (This very much goes back to the Universe being the One- 
Verse.) 


This last quote really stresses that even if there are multiverses, they 
are still all part of the some One-Verse that exists on a higher 
dimensional level, and that these multiverses are really just slices - or 
projections - of it: 


And just as the same town, when looked at from different sides, 
appears quite different and is, as it were, multiplied in perspective, so 
also it happens that because of the infinite number of simple 
substances, it is as if there were as many different universes, which 
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are however but different perspective representations of a single 
universe form the different point of view of each monad. 


This interlinking of everything with everything else would only be possible 
if everything was the one thing. 


The opening of the poem called Auguries of Innocence, by William Blake, 
written in 1803, seems to talk about everything being omnipresent time 
dilation caused by Singularities, and it agrees with the quotes just 
mentioned, 


To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower 

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 
And Eternity in an hour 


It is strangely scientific even though it was written before Albert Einstein 
came up with General Relativity. If one contains the everything in his 
hand, then he would collapse time and space and be able to see the 
everything in a point. 


If everywhere in the Universe has a void lying underneath it and 
consequently a wormhole, then an insignificant speck or the tip of 
someone's hair really can contain entire worlds unforeseen to everyone. 
Especially if there is really no distance in the Universe, like what was 
stated before, anything and everything is a portal, by means of the No- 
Thing, to every other thing in the Universe. 


There is one statement from John 14:2 that may suggest other realms of 
reality: 


In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would 
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 


The materialistic, Prosperity-Gospel Christians will inevitably interpret 
this statement to mean that they will get a mansion and live like 
celebrities in the afterlife. But what if these ‘mansions’ are actually 
something much bigger still - maybe the size of another Universe 
altogether? That’s certainly a lot more fascinating than a stupid 
mansion. 


That interpretation is backed up in the Avatamsaka Sutra (Cleary, p. 
1860) by the way: 


There were ten million streets in the city, each one lined on both 
sides with hundreds of thousands of mansions made of various 
precious substances and adorned with arrays of many kinds of gems, 
flying jeweled banners and flags, fully furnished, with millions of 
people living in them. 
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The statement may sound absurd if you interpret them as literal cities, 
with literal houses etc, but if they really mean entire worlds then it 
makes more sense. The city is the higher dimension that contains the 
smaller dimensions, represented as really, utterly, absurdly huge 
mansions that are their own Universe. 


i on A ' OES 2. A Bt i , a ý Ai Ta on - . > 
What could the gems in the Avatamsaka Sutra represent? Star Cluster Bursts into 
Life in New Hubble Image (hubblesite.org) 


Multi-Universes in Hinduism 


There’s a statement in The Devi Bhagavatam (The S’rimad Devi 
Bhagawatam, pp. 816-817) that sounds very similar to the passages from 
the Avatamsaka Sutra just mentioned. This is what it says: 


The egg (born of Mala Prakriti) that was floating in the waters for a 
period equal to the life period of Brahma, now in the fullness of time 
separated into two parts. Within that egg there was a powerful Child, 
lustrous like one thousand millions of suns. ...The child that will 
become the Lord of countless Brahmandas (universes), now an 
orphan having no father nor mother began to look upwards from the 
waters. ... In his every pore countless universes are existing. So much 
so that even S’ri Krisna could not count them. If it were possible to 
count the number of dust particles, it is impossible to count the 
number of universes. So there are endless Brahmas, Visnus, and 
Mahes'varas 


This quote is from Madhya-lila 21:58: 


Actually it is very difficult to ascertain the number of universes. Every 
universe has its separate Lord Brahma and Lord Siva, who are known 
as permanent governors. Therefore there is also no counting them. 
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Continuing on in the same chapter, this god finds out he is just one of 
countless different versions of himself in different Universes: 


Text 65: 


“Why did you inquire which Brahma had come to see You? What is 
the purpose of such an inquiry? Is there any other Brahma besides 
me within this universe?’ 

Text 66: 


“Upon hearing this, Sri Krsna smiled and immediately meditated. 
Unlimited Brahmas arrived instantly. 
Text 67: 


“These Brahmas had different numbers of heads. Some had ten 

heads, some twenty, some a hundred, some a thousand, some ten 

thousand, some a hundred thousand, some ten million and others a 

hundred million. No one can count the number of faces they had. 
Text 68: 


“There also arrived many Lord Sivas with various heads numbering 

one hundred thousand and ten million. Many Indras also arrived, 

and they had hundreds of thousands of eyes all over their bodies. 
Text 69: 


“When the four-headed Brahma of this universe saw all these 
opulences of Krsna, he became very much bewildered and 
considered himself a rabbit among many elephants. 


These quotes come from the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 6: Prescribed 
Duties for Mankind, chapter 16. The first one really speaks about time 
being an illusion and of omnipresence and the one containing the All as 
Totality: 


Text 36: You exist in the beginning, middle and end of everything, 
from the most minute particle of the cosmic manifestation — the 
atom — to the gigantic universes and total material energy. 
Nonetheless, You are eternal, having no beginning, end or middle. 
You are perceived to exist in these three phases, and thus You are 
permanent. When the cosmic manifestation does not exist, You exist 
as the original potency. 


This one once again goes back to the idea that some speck, mote, pore - 
anything small and insignificant - contains countless Universes: 


Text 37: Every universe is covered by seven layers — earth, water, 
fire, air, sky, the total energy and false ego — each ten times greater 
than the previous one. There are innumerable universes besides this 
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one, and although they are unlimitedly large, they move about like 
atoms in You. Therefore You are called unlimited [ananta]. 


Yet another one is from Canto 10: The Summum Bonum, chapter 87: 


Text 41: Because You are unlimited, neither the lords of heaven nor 
even You Yourself can ever reach the end of Your glories. The 
countless universes, each enveloped in its shell, are compelled by the 
wheel of time to wander within You, like particles of dust blowing 
about in the sky. The Srutis, following their method of eliminating 
everything separate from the Supreme, become successful by 
revealing You as their final conclusion. 


This one’s from Canto 3: The Status Quo, chapter 11: 


Text 41: The layers or elements covering the universes are each ten 
times thicker than the one before, and all the universes clustered 
together appear like atoms in a huge combination. 


There are some very interesting passages from the Brahmavaivarta 
Purana (Brahmavaivarta Purana) that clearly show a comprehension of the 
existence of other worlds and universes: 


Page 27: The seven dvlpas (Islands), seven Patalas in the universe 
are controlled by Brahma. O Saunaka! innumerable globes are 
found in the hair pits on the body of lord Visnu. 


Page 155: Several of the universes were lodged in his hair-pits. Their 
number cannot be counted even by lord Krsna himself. (There are 
many references to hair-pits all throughout the Brahmavaivarta 
Purana.) 


Page 184: O Narada, who can know the number of the universes, the 
dissolutions, the globes, Brahma and other gods residing in them. 


Page 273: She is adored in the innumerable globes earning her the 
title of Visvapiijita, | am adoring the one who is adored by the 
universe. 


The one who purifies the innumerable globes, | am reciting the name 
of the same goddess who purifies the universe. Without her the gods 
do not feel pleased. Even after getting the flowers, | adore the same 
meritorious goddess. 
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